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Temple Israel Archives
Interview of Warren Wurzburg

October 31, 2000

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH WARREN WURZBURG. THE INTERVIEW WAS

CONDUCTED BY MARGARET HALLE AND RECORDED ON OCTOBER 31, 2000 IN MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE. THE SERIES IS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE MEMPHIS JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF MEMPHIS AND THE MID-SOUTH.

Date of Interview: October 31. 2000

Interviewer: Margaret Halle (MH)

Address: 343 River Oaks Road. Memphis. TN

Telephone: 901-761-2929

Date of Birth: May 29. 1926

Place of Birth Memphis. TN

Sex: Male

Ethnic/Racial Heritage: White/Jewish

Religious Affiliation: Temple Israel

Educational Background Memphis City Schools, Graduated Central High, Attended UT

Occupational History: Retired Co-Chairman Wurzburg. Inc. Executive, Tennessee L.umber Company

Special Interests: Family. Fishing, Travel

Name of Spouse: Mickey (Marjorie) Opler

Name of Child: Nancy Wurzburg Shapiro. Warren Wurzburg Jr., Kenneth Wurzburg

Father's Name: Abe Wurzburg

Father's Occupation Wurzburg Bros.

Mother's Name: Mary Wurzburg

Mother's Occupation: Housewife

MH: Today is Tuesday. October 31. 2000, I am Margaret Halle and I am interviewing Warren Wurzburg. Could you
please give me your full name and place and date of birth?

WW: Warren Seymour Wurzberg. Sr. | was born in Mempbhis. Tennessee on May 29, 1926.

MH: Were you named after anyone?

WW: My paternal grandfatherawas Seymour Wurzburg.

MH: Do you know from where your ancestors emigrated? As far back as you can go. go.

WW: I have always heard from my father that we came from Wurzburg, Germany: my paternal ancestors. I always
theorized that when they got to this country, they didn't speak English and they were asked where they were
from. When they said, "Wurzburg. Germany", "Okay. you are Wurzburg." My father and | theorized that is
what happened.

MH: What about your grandmother...were they married when they came here?

WW: I think my great-grandparents emigrated from Germany. They came in 1858 and settled in New York.

MH:  Your great-grandmother's name was...?

WW: My great-grandmother's name was. to my knowledge. Henrietta Kahn Wurzburg.

MH: Did they come over as an entire family?

WW: Husband and wife, as far as I know.
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MH: Okay. What about your grandparents? What were their names?

WW:  Their names were Seymour Wurzberg and Henrietta Wurzburg. -
MH: Henrietta?

WW:  Oddly enough. my grandmother was "Henrietta" and my great-grandmother was "Henrietta."

MH:

WW:

MH:

WWw:

MH:

WW:

MH:

WW:

MH:

WWw:

MH:

WW

MH:

WW:

MH:

WW:

MH:

WW:

And your grandmother's maiden name was...?

"Ladenberg."

How and why did they come to the South?

My grandfather was a traveling salesman. He traveled through the South and met my grandmother in Memphis.
They met and married in Memphis and they stayed in Memphis until 1878. When the Yellow Fever hit
Memphis. they left and went to Port Gibson. Mississippi where they are buried.

How many children did they have?

I am not sure. Either it was...well. my grandparents had five.

Could you name them, please?

Henry Wurzburg. He resided in Memphis. They all lived in Memp.his. He died in 1948 at the age of fifty-eight
from a heart attack. My father was born on June 18, 1895. My uncle, "Reggie" Wurzburg. (Reginald) was
born in Memphis. He was born in, I believe, 1900 in Memphis. There was another brother, Louis. He died
very young during the First World War and I am not sure what from. The four boys had a sister, Frances

Wurzburg. She was a maiden lady and never married.

Did you know your grandparents?

L

I knew my grandmother. My grandmother Wurzburg died when I was about six years old.

So. vou don't remember much about her.

don't remember much about her at all. My grandfather. Seymour Wurzburg, died about 1914 or 15.
Do you hear any stories about your grandparents?

Very few. No. not really.

Where did they live?

My grandmother, when [ was a small child--I don't know why | remember this--but at 1835 Poplar, at the
corner of McLean and Poplar. I remember. distinctly, my father taking me over to see her on Sunday mornings.

What did your father do for a living?

My father. as a teenager went to work for his father, who was a salesman. He
sold, what they used to call. essential oils.
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MH: Oils?
WW: Oils. yes. They took orders and then my father and grandfather delivered them in a horse and buggy. Fater on.
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my father expanded the business and went into packaging. In 1920. my uncle. Reggie Wurzburg, joined in the
business. Our business is still...uh,

Flourishing.

Flourishing. I would like to think it is flourishing. We have the fifth generation. My grandson works for the
company.

How very nice. Where did your parents live?

My parents? [ remember everywhere they lived. 1 was born in an apartment building at 306 S. Cleveland in

Memphis. In 1928, they got a house on the corner of Eastmoreland and Willett, 1536 Eastmoreland. My father
told me that he didn't have much money at the time. He went to see Mr. Brinkley Snowden at NBC

bank. who lent him one hundred percent of the money to buy that house because he had faith in my father's

ability to succeed.

What were your parents like?

What can I tell you? They were wonderful. My mother was...l don't mean it disrespectful. but she was a
spoiled Jewish lady. ’

Nothing better to be.

She had a lovely life. She passed away too soon. She was seventy years old when she died
in 1966. My father followed her in death, eleven months later.

That often happens. Where did your parents grow up? Here in Memphis?

Here in Memphis, both of them.

How did they meet?

[ now have that now.

Oh. good.

My mother was a secretary to a man who worked in the Randolph Building downtown. Where the Randolph
Building was, I couldn't tell you. I remember my mother saying many times that she met my father in the lobby
of the Randolph Building. I think that was around where the ball field is now. They both worked in the same
building. They met. fell in love and married on June 16, 1920 at her parents' home. They were married by
Rabbi Feinschriber. You ever hear that name?

[ surely did! Were your parents involved in Jewish institutions?

Very much so. My father was president of Temple Israel for a number of years. And, he was very active with
the Jewish Federation, which was known as the Jewish Welfare Fund back then; as well as, many other

organizations. He was president of Kiwanis. He was the only Jewish man at the time that had been president of
Kiwanis.
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MH:  What about Jewish clubs?

WW: The only club that I knew that he belonged to was Ridgeway.
MH: Okay. Did your mother belong to it?

WW:  Yes, she did. She also belonged to a club that is no longer in existence, called the Pollyana Club. You ever
hear of that?

MH: No, I haven't.

WW:  The Pollyana Club was a group of Jewish women who raised money to buy wheelchairs for indigents.
MH: How nice.

WW: And. most all of her friends belonged to the Pollyana Club.

MH:  Tell me a little more about your parents.

WW: Oh, 1didn't tell you anything about my maternal grandparents!

MH:  No, you didn’t. | want to get that.

WW: Do you want me to tell you right now?

MH: Okay. you may.

WW: My grandparents--mother's mother and father lived in Memphis. They came from Poland.

MH:  And what was their name?

-,

WW:  Herman and Sarah Bresler. In a minute. I will recall the town in Poland they came from. I know that because
Mr. Morris Fogelman used to tell me all of the time that his mother and my grandmother were friends in Poland
and they both ended up in Memphis.

MH: Did your maternal grandparents come over as a family?
WW: No.
MH:  Were they married?

WW: Yes. My grandfather came first to look around and see if the streets really were "paved with gold." He left my
grandmother in Poland. He wanted to come over here to see for himself if he could make a living here. So, he
had friends in St. Louis. This was in...1895. He decided that he could and went back to Poland. married my
grandmother and in two. three or four months later, immigrated to Memphis---no. to St. Louis. My
grandmother was pregnant with my mother when they came. So. my mother was born in St. Louis. My
grandfather decided-- he was a cobbler--and he decided that there was so much of the shoe industry
concentrated in St. Louis that he'd better pick another city where there weren't so many cobblers. So. he came
South to Memphis in the late 1890(s). So. he and my grandmother came to Memphis and they lived on Vance
Street for a time, until my  grandfather "got on his feet." they bought a house on Minna Place.
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MH: 1 know where that is!

WW: Do you? -

MH: [Isure do.

WW: 1138 Minna Place. Now, early recollections of my grandparents was on Minna Place and that was when | was a
very small child.

MH:  Did your mother have any siblings?

WW:  There were three boys and two girls. (offering to show pictures)

MH:  Tell me. what was Memphis like when you were a child?

WW: Memphis was an overgrown country town. [ remember once when I was sixteen years old. | went to a party at
the Peabody Hotel. The young man I went with---1 may have been fifteen years old because I didn't have a
driver's license. The young man I went with, | won't name. | remember him well --- had too much to drink and
I wouldn't let him drive me home. So. I drove the car home from the Peabody to my house. I had never driven a
car before. We drove down Union Avenue and never saw another car!

MH: How lucky for you.

WW: Now. this was in the mid-thirties. I have never forgotten it and I['ve never forgotten who the other fellows were.
(chuckle)

MH:: Who are or who were your siblings? Who are your siblings?

WW: I had two sisters. Dorothy Wurzburg. who married Syd Lerner, Jr. My sister. Dorothy, died prematurely when
she was fifty-three years old of a heart condition. "Dot," as we called her, was five years older than me. She
was born in 1921. My other sister, Shirley--her name was Shirley Harriet Wurzburg. She was named after my
grandmother, Henrietta.""Shirley" was taken from my maternal grandmother. Sarah. She died also,
prematurely. in an automobile accident.

MH:  Was she married?

WW:  Yes, she married Bernard Lapides.

MH: When did she die?

WW:  She died...I think Shirley was sixty when she died.

MH:  Who were your friends when you were growing up?

WW: (offering to show pictures) Probably. my oldest friend is Maury Bronstein. We are still very close friends.

Here is a picture from my sixth birthday party in 1932, in which Maury is present, his sister Bobbye. Hope Dan
is in the picture, Betsy Seligstein. Bonnie Seligstein..... And in the background of this picture is Sister Davis
who then was Sister Michel. and Jeannie Bensinger Sebulsky and my sister, Dorothy. Some additional friends
of mine; Avron Spiro, Jr. and [ were close friends, Sonny Spiro, Bernie Cohn....Do you know Bernie?
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