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January 24, 2004

Maury Strauss (MS)

Date of Interview: 1/24/04

Interviewer: Diane Sachs

Address: 5142 Charlotte Cr. S.

Telephone: 901-767-3088

Date of Birth: 4/8/24

Place of Birth Chattanooga, TN

Sex: Male

Ethnic/Racial Heritage: White

Religious Affiliation: Jewish

Educational Background B.A., Agriculture
Occupational History: See Bio

Special Interests: Hunting, fishing, bonsai, tai chi, ;photography, wine
Name of Spouse: Jane Levy Strauss
Name(s) of Children: Belle Baron, Maury Ir.
Father’s Name: Maurice Floshelm Strauss
Father’s Occupation Meat Packer

Mother’s Name: Jayne Levi Strauss
Mother’s Occupation: Homemaker
Organizations, Boards, Offices: See Bio
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I am Dianne Sachs and 1 am interviewing Maury Strauss. And today is January 24th, 2004 and
we’ll begin by asking you to tell me your full name, where you were born, and when?

My full name is Maury Emile Strauss, after my grandfather. ] was born in Chattanooga, TN, at the
Erlanger Hospital at 4 in the afternoon on April 8, 1924

A very good memory. When did you move to Memphis?

Actually we left Memphis to go to Chattanooga. My mother was born in Memphis, my dad born
in Tupelo, Mississippi, and his - her - one side of the family, we had someone who came to
Memphis and joined Temple Israel Congregation in 1858. That was Angel S. Myers.

When did your family move back to Memphis, how old were you?

We came back rather quickly because my dad had Tuberculosis and he discovered it when T was
about six weeks old, so he came back and did what was known in those days as taking the cure,
went to Oakville Sanitarium. He was 29 years old, and he had TB of the lungs, and they were
afraid he was going to lose his voice. In fact they were afraid he was going to die. He stayed out
there for 18 months while Mama and 1 lived with my maternal grandparents, that was Lewis Levi
and Harriet, although it was complicated. Harriet was not actually my grandmother. My
grandmother was Rebecca but she died and Lewis Levi remarried her sister Harriet, but she was
the only grandmother on my mother’s side that I knew. She was also, they were all Minors, and
the two sisters married Lewis Levi. Now back to the Oakville Sanitarium. Dad came out of
Oakville and made the cure, which was in itself a feat and went to Tupelo, which was his home, to
recuperate. He stayed there over one whole summer. We lived there with my grandmother and
grandfather and then dad got a job in Natchez, MS. Do you want all this?
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Well, 1 do. I would like to know. When did you start school? Were you living in Memphis then?

No. If I go ahead with this story. Dad was in Natchez, MS | where he was a salesman. He had
been a branch manager of several packing house branches and they had branches all over the U S,
Swift, Armour, Cudahy, anyway I forgot which company dad worked for in Natchez, but he got
word that Hormel was opening a new branch in Baton Rouge and he applied for the job - dad had
a third grade education, and he went to Austin, Minnesota, and he competed against two college
graduates tor that job and won the job and we arrived in Baton Rouge in the heart of the d
depression, actually before the depression, before I think Wall Street fell out of bed, with about
$24 and an old broken down Model T Ford. so I went to school in kindergarten and in the 1st
grade in Baton Rouge, Dufrocks school, where incidentally my wife, Jane, went to Dufrocks at a
later date. That was our grade school. Then, dad had by then not only established a Hormel
branch in Baton Rouge, but he had also opened a second branch in New Orleans, where we lived
a short time, and a third branch over around Biloxi, so he was rising with Hormel and they offered
him a vice-presidency which meant living in Austin, Minnesota, and with his background of TB he
was afraid of the winters. So coincidental with that, Uncle Gaston was struggling as to get
Memphis Packing Co. off the ground. He had bought it on credit through the Bank of Grenada,
actually, and he was making a third or fourth person who had tried to get this packing house to
get into the black. He called dad and asked him if he would like to come up and be vice president
and sales manager of Memphis Packing Co., and he told dad there would be an opportunity to get
some stock. so dad decided that was an advancement and a better deal that he would have
ownership, which he did and eventually they sold out to Armour & Co . by then I think it was
1934 or so, and I was, | came to Memphis in the 3rd grade. Actually it should have been the 2nd -
they decided 1 could skip a grade, 1 took some kind of test, so | started in at Snowden School in
the 3rd grade. Incidentally, one of my teachers was a lady by the name of Ruth Crump, who
became Mrs. J. D. Marks. They have the longest engagement on record, because they were both
very poor, J. D. was a real estate man. [ don’t know if you remember or not, and they were
forever engaged, and finally married, I think they were seven years engaged - now have 1 gotten
oft the subject?

No, no, now you’re in Memphis. Let’s talk about what you remember about growing up in
Memphis, what was it like, where did you live?

Well, we first lived at a little house off of McLean behind Snowden School, and I remember it
because it had a sunken bathtub in it and the 1 had again the acquisition of my first animals. [ had
bantam chickens there and a dog. Then we moved to University near the corner of University and
Vollentine. My Uncle Halle Kern and Aunt Evelyn had purchased this house but they had fallen
on bad times, so dad bought it from them rather than having to put it on the open market so 1
lived there from the time 1 was seven, maybe eight until I was eleven or twelve.

Did you go to religious school during that time or was there one at Temple?

I went to religious school. My mother who was raised in Memphis saw to it that I met some
Jewish boys because | was just running around with the neighborhood gang as everyone did in
those days with rubber gun fights, whatever, and I had a kid across the street and a kid next door.
But she introduced me to Bob Haas and to Henry Rudner, and we became friends, and attended
classes Saturday at Temple, excuse me on Sunday, at religious school.
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DS:  Was this the temple on Montgomery?

MS:  This was the temple on Montgomery, Rabbi Ettleson, Dr. Ettleson was the rabbi, and a little bit
further on, mother called me one day, called me into the room, and said we’re going over to East
End to go swimming - East End was on Madison near the dairy and near the corner of Cooper
and Madison - I believe there’s a movie there now - incidentally East End, when my dad was a
boy, was a stock place where you could keep cattle in a corral where East End swimming pool.
So that generation we are speaking of has changed.

DS:  Where Overton Square is now?

MS:  Yes, Overton Square is now right in the heart of it all. Anyway, she said | was going to meet a
young man named Joe Rothschild who had just lost his father. Died in Brownsville, and 1 should
be especially nice to him and that was the beginning of a life long friendship until Joe died. He was
my best friend, but Joe, Bob and Henry and I just grew up together. We spent the weekends at
each other’s houses, and through those boys and Temple Israel I came to know a lot of my
current friends. In fact 1 can’t think of a childhood friend that is still alive that I'm not friendly
with today.

DS:  It’s amazing think, but 1 think it’s something to do with being Jewish.

MS:  But I also had a large dose of non-Jewish background which 1 don’t know if Temple Israel would
like to hear about.

DS:  Let me ask this. Are you still as friendly with the people you,grew up with who are not Jewish as
you are with those who are?

MS:  No. I'm more friendly with those who are Jewish. There's no doubt. I have a lot of non-Jewish
friends, but I didn’t grow up with any of them. I've lost tract of them.

DS:  That’s what I was suggesting, that there’s something in that community that holds people
together in ways. ..

MS: T have a lot of college friends that are not Jewish but that neighborhood group disintegrated, went
to the four winds.

DS:  That period, elementary school and high school, what kind of Jewish practice was there, in that
time, did you do anything Jewish at home?

MS:  We did very little. Our house, we observed Christmas, we didn’t observe Chanukah, we did light
the lights. Each year, 1 would get a little candelabra and some lights and mother would see to it
that 1 would sit down each night and say the prayers, but we never exchanged any gifts

DS:  For Chanukah?

MS:  For Chanukah. But I always thought that doing the lights, even, was something that children did

because 1 never saw my father lighting any nights, even on Friday nights, there was no special
observation. Mother and dad did attend Temple, and dad was for several years on the Board.
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