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Interview of Judy Peiser

February 23, 2003

Peises
JUDY PERISER.

Interviewer: | hope the batteries are working okay. February 23rd, 2003. This is
Harriet Stern and | have the great pleasure of interviewing Judy Peiser. Judy, will you
tell me your full name and your place and date of birth.

JP: Okay. My name is Judith Lee Peiser Yehuda Rose (?) is my Hebrew name after my
grandfather who was Yehuda Rose (?) Kabakoff. That's how | got my name My father's
name was Larry ??? or Louis ??? Deoser and my mother's name -- | can't remember her
Hebrew name -- was Julia Evinsky Kabakoff. So that's who | am. So let's see. Let's start
out I'll tell you about my father's family.

HS: okay

JP: Considering that last night | went to a basketball game for the Margolin Hebrew
Academy, this is important - very important - so lll just tell you about that. The 777 team
played the alumni and my father and all of his brothers were sportsmen -- big sportsmen
and big sports people and we could d talk a lot about sports in Memphis and so out of respect
for my father | played basketball when | was growing up and do things and he would always
be there for the games - smoking that cigar, you know - and last night my cousin Josh was
there as well and Josh was named for my father and I'm going to write a note ad tell him
because Daddy would have been so proud to see this kid -- so, anyway, that was my father
and it was a great family and they were all born in Memphis extept for my older brother
who was born in New York. My grandfather - the Peiser people - no one ever 777 -- well,
anyway, my grandfather's brother was a tailor in Memphis and his name was Max Peiser
and he was a very well established tailor in Memphis so at one point his brother Solomon
came to this little Southern town and he also eventually moved to Memphis and the town
Peysern - P-Y-S-E-R-N - and my aunt, Birdie 7?7 continues to tell me that the name was
really not Peiser but something else. It was really another name. But | have no idea
whether it was the truth or not. And so anyway, Solomon left to go to New York and married
Bertha Joseph and that was my grandmother. And then at one point they had one child,
Harold, who worked (words missed) and one child who moved to Memphis where Solomon
also was a tailor and they lived in the Pinch area of downtown Memphis. And he worked for a
clothing store -- something like Bry's or where people needed tailors. So there was Uncle
Harold who was born in New York. There was my Aunt Alice -- ummm -- there was Uncle
Milton Peiser there was my brother and my aunt and me, too, and those were the people in
my family.

At that point, the stories that | heard when | was growing up was how they were on the
baseball team and the basketball team and you know the stories that we use in all our
publications about people and there favorite -- there wasn't any Jewish Community Center
until Baron Hirsch developed The Menorah Institute which became the early Jewish
Community Center of Memphis. That was the original gathering place of a lot of the Jewish
community. There was a lot of sports. There was soccer and there was baseball. My father
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was a baseball player and he was a catcher so he was th important person on the team. You
know catchers are the ones who practically run the team because they just see everything.
Somewhere ['ve got all the clippings about my daddy and his brothers and somewhere I've
got them in boxes because sports was the important thing to us. The other thing that | think
would be important is something that | think historians might want to hear was Alice

Peiser who | guess was the second oldest in the family with a woman named Mary Weiss and
her daughter - her name is Goldstein - through an organization with The Atlanta Jewish
Historical Society and my Aunt Alice and my Uncle Harold basically started like The Young
Judea organization in Memphis through the Sunday School and they also started like sort of a
Young Judea camp out in Raleigh —- and they would go out to Raleigh so that they would
have a special camp for kids and that sort of stuff.

HS: When was that?

JP: Probably around 1915. I've got photographs about all that stuff, but | don't know
where it is.

HS: That would be interesting. | ever heard of that.

JP: A lot of people haven't. Except if you're old.

HS: | never heard of a Jewish camp at all.

JP: I mean | don't know how they did it | don't even know how | found out about it. They
took the train and they went out there and they just camped and if you're interested in it for
the Jewish Historical Society you should really look up information on Mary Weiss who was
originally from Memphis. And her daughter was named Goldstein. | should have
remembered. | mean actually | might have -- Mary Weiss was really an interesting
woman. So she lived in the Pinch, so, you know (missed words)

HS: So the first one to come over was not (missed words)

JP: I don't know -~you're probably thinking of my cousin Harriet. She lived on Agnes
Place, you know. When she died, the Federation got -- she was the daughter of Max and he
had boght Coca Cola stock when it started and so the Federation got $300000 and MIFA got
like it was like three hundred and thirty thousand dollars each and, you know what, that was
really money. Her name was Harriet Peiser (name unclear -- maybe Belner). She went to
Emerson College in Boston in 1929 (missed words)

HS: The first people came from Russia?

JP: No, not Russia. Poland.

HS: Poland. The first one who came from Poland was --

JP: Max (missed words) was Joseph.
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HS: And then Solomon was your father. (missed words) Does anyone know why Max came
to Memphis?

JP: | could tell you a lot about why people came from different areas but one of the
interesting stories about Harriet Max has already told me and | use it a lot because it talks
about a lot of different things. They were so wealthy that at one point they went back to
Poland and Max wanted to see his father and his wife wanted to see the mother — the family
in Germany -- and she and her brother -- anyway they went back -- it was -- it was
before the twenties | know. | had to be because she was only eight or nine years old at that
point and and she remembers particularly the differences of their life style and she stayed
with my great grandfather who lived in a little bitty - a little shtetle where he was a
trader. He lived in very poor surroundings - she described it as very modest and everybody
else was killed in the holocaust or before but Solomon stayed in the little town. | have no
idea why they never tried to move here. But she described how the bed was just covering
and there was just like straw and everything in it and she remembered sleeping on that and
then when she wet to Germany the bed had like down covers on it so the question | have is
why he didn't help his father (??) and why he didn't serve in World War | and | don't know.
| don't know when they really went.

HS: Or why.

JP: (missed words) Well, he also wasn't very nice to my grandfather. It was like we were
the poor ones and they were the rich ones. But the point to me is that it just says so much
about their lives. .

HS: Did you knw him?

JP: No. The only person | knew was his wife, Bertha. She was a nice grandmother, and,
you know, and, like, she died when | was about four. (missed words - somebody was about
like thirty ) and | don't know, | don't really know how she died, but but I've got pictures of
her and she was a grandmother that loved her granddaughter, and, you now, you know my
cousins Barbara Scheinberg? and Sonya(?) Lipman?

HS: Yeah, yeah.

JP: Well, according to Barbara her granny had medical(?) problems. So, anyway, they
really knew my grandmother a lot more than | did. | just knew her as a young child and |
just knew she she was really a very special person ad, you know ---

HS: Do yo know if she was Orthodox or what their religious practices were?

JP: I'm sure that everybody in my background was pretty religious.

HS: Were your parents as observant as your grandparents?
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JP: It wwas a different world. You know, my parents were pretty religious ad for Passover
we wemt to my grandfather's home and my grandmother could sing the Kiddish so
beautifully, but they're all so religious and and (something about a bris and today today we
go to my cousin's house for 7?77 but they're all pretty religious.

HS: Did any of them speak Yiddish?

JP: I'm sure they did. | mean the ?? and the ?? I'm sure they did. I'm sure they spoke
Yiddish.

HS:: Did they work on 0: shabbat?

JP: | would imagine that Daddy worked on Sabbath. | mean when you work for somebody
you don't have the freedom of --- | mean they were Orthodox but they just weren't as
observant as other people.

HS: What about ?-- did they keep Kosher?

JP: I'm sure they did. I'm sure that that generation kept Kosher. They ate out, but the
home was always Kosher. Except when the Solomons (7) came over You know thS\\at. You
know that we lived on Lamar and the Solomons lived on Lamar and we've got pictures of all
of us playing together (missed words) and | eat out but I'm not gonna have a pork chop when
| eat out. I'll tell you a cute story about that. My aunt -- when my mother was in Nashville
and my aunt (unclear) - that's where | was born. People think | was born in Memphis, but
| wasn't. | was born in Cleveland, Ohio when Daddy was in the Army. He was, of all places
(?) stationed at Fort Custer, Michigan and that's where | was born - up there - and my
aunt, (name unclear) came to help mother (very unclear but someone brought something
special for the aunt and it turned out to be a pork chop) and so | think that night pork chops
were Kosher. But most of the family of Mother's generation all kept Kosher. But | basically
am a vegetarian so |, if | go to a Kosher place will eat meat, but | rarely eat out, but if |
have to at cultural things I'll (seems to say that she will prepare something and bring it
with her)

HS: Well, if you w;)fe born in Ohio --

JP: That's where | was. June 4th, '45 - but | tell people it was really '55. (laughter)
HS At that time your father was in the service? But you grew up here |

JP: Yes. You want to talk about army and then go back and I'll talk about growing up here?
HS: Yes.

JP: Okay. So he was in the army and | was born when he was about 37 so he went into the

army when he was about 35 and here is this 45 year old guy so he played baseball and 7?7
league team and he could type so he was a stenographer and stuff so he got to stay in the
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