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Temple Israel Archives
Interview of Jack Landman Goldsmith

April 20, 2003
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Telephore:
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Ethnic/RaciaHeritage:
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Father's Name:
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4/10/1910

Memphis TN

Male

White
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Culver, WashingtonUniversity,
Southern Collegef Law
Merchant, Goldsmith Stoes
Philanthropy Hunting Fishing
Fred Gddsmith

Occupdion: Merchant

Mother's Name: Aimee Landma

Occupdion: Housewife

Name & Wife: Dorothy Metzger

Nameof Children: Jack Joan

Interviewer: SidneyFriedman (SF)

SF: First fortherecading, will you give you full name wherewe are recordindgrom andyour date

JG

SF:

JG

SF:

JG:

of birth.

ThisisJack L. Goldsmith we are at. ongBoat KeyFL. Thedate of mybirthis April 10, 1910
| justpasedmy 93rd hrthday.

Wereyou namedaftersameonein your family?

No, notparticulaly. My realnameis Jack not John,not Jacob not Joseph My Mother wouldn't
allow anyme to cdl me anyhing but"Jack".

Who were yaur ancesors hat immigrated tahis countryy Where did they com&om? Did your
entire family come ove and why did they settlein theSauth?

TheGoldsmith Family started withmy grandathe JacobGoldanith whose fathewas Frededck
Goldsmith andhis Mother wasSophie Otterheimer.Sophie Ottenheimer hasbmehow
immigratedto the UnitedStatesand wagnarriedto Louis OttenheimerThey hada store
"Ottenheime and Schwartz"andtheywerein the wholesalebusiness and woulglo through
Arkansas and petielandhad alocaljobbing storan Memphis. Mrs.Ottenheimer Goldsmith
Sorhie Goldsmith was hemane - my grardfathefs motherwas Sophigoldsmith- his father
wasF rederi& Golds mith— so Mr. OttenreimermariedSophie GédsmitHsdaughter

Dora GoldsmithOtterheimer. She suggestet her husbando bring overher nephewswhich was
Jacd Goldsmith, EliasGoldsmith andLewis Goldsmith.My grandfaher was working fohis
uncle Mr. Ottenheimeland hehad hg eye orhis daughgr, DoraOttenteima. Mr. Ottenhemer
didn'tlike theideaof his ngphew having aneye onhis daughter.Soto getrid of him, he siggested
thathe godown to SouttMemphi (he wasin North Memphis) anapenup a dore. Well, that was
like sending someone from Memphisfashville inthosedays becausethere waso
transportationThere waso way to gea from North Memphisto Sauth Memphis,in 1870that
was.In addiion hesaid, “If you go down there, | will get you $500 wortlof credit at
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the Rice-StixXDry Goods Co. irst. Louis” andtheLouisville Supply Companywhich he did.

In1870 hemoved toBede St. to get away fronDora Ottenheimerand with his brother they opened
up a store in 187MHe prosperedndmarried DoraOttenheimer anyay and they prosperedand
they had7 children- all of themlived. He had an unusualife, my grandfather He had 7 children |
dorit know how manygrandchildrenand great granddldren and he nevesaw death of anyona
his family. He never sawthe deah of my grandmother because she had Alzheiamedsathe time
she didnt know that he passed awayso neitherone of them saw a child or anyonelsein the
family die, whichwas most uasua.

Anyway, heprospered. 11878 theravas aterrible Yellow Fever epidemin thecity of
Memphis.It decimated the wHe town. Somy Grandfathedidn't know whatto do. He had a
little girl 2 yearsold anda pregnatwife - soheknewthat theycouldrit live inMemphis. So he
packed upmy grandnother who wapregnantand the2 year old girlandtook ariver packetup to
St.Louis. I'm sure inmy ownmind that itwas notlike takng a cruiseonthe QE2- | don't hink
theaccommodationg/ere too well. He had some relagsthere andhey stayed there

andin 1878my fathe was bornn St. Louis. Hewasthe only member othe Goldgmith family
thatwas nd born in Memphi - dueto the YellowFeve of course In October 0f1878 my
grandfather gohewsthattherewas a veryheavy fros in Memphis ad he figured thakill edall
the germsaandhewould comeback.He camebackandtook the boardsdown fromthe stoe on
Beale St. Thatvas the only timdérom 1870 to 2003 ad thatGoldsmithswas ewer closel.

Onmy Mother’'s side,l have recordsindtreesof the Landmansthat goedbackto

1878.In 1878the name was changed fmoRdael, which wasa Frenchname to Landman It was
atime when pedpe were given the titlesf thejobs theyhad- Goldsnith was geweler- so

was Silverbergln 1878theychangedheir name to Landmaand | have a tree goingackto my
Fatherand Mother whib | would like for you to see.In 19311 went to Germanynd visited
Shiffer, whichis asuburb ofMannheimin Lucenheimandslept in a bedthatmy Grandfathe
Landman wadornin.

He hadseverdnephewsandonecameto Memphis andivedwith my Grandmothers.
Landmanandsubsequery movedto Philadelphiawhere hemarriedandbecamerery successful.
The otherson, Max Landmanbefore1914 moved toMexico City where heopenedup a bugness
and be@amethe sde agencyfor the Oliver Plow Equipment antiewas veryprosperous. Bute
developed highblood pressire and had to move tolawer altitude, with wasGuadalajaravhere
becontinued tao businesandwasquite successful. He would conteroughMemphis every
year when he boughtanew carin Detrat. He would stop at thehouse andisit with us. So | got to
know Max. Landmanandhe invited meto cometo Mexico. In 19321 went to Mexico anavas
with Max Landman | drove dowrthere withHerbert Leibmana friendof mine. We natin
Guadalajarandhe gaveme abit of advice which has sename very wellthroughoutthe yars. |
traveled all over Mexicdrom north tosouh toeastto west from smatownslike Mexico City
for almost 50 yearandl've never hadh bad experigce. | cold relate many good thigs that
happenedo me. Iwas justiucky. Onething hedid tell mewas that if you are polite drgive
respect to thdlexicans,youwill get areturnmany mamg times.Well, thats truein life anyway.

It's particulaly truein Latin Americaand happenetb be very very helpfulto me on my fips to
Mexico. My Mothermarried my Father i1906. Onthdr wedding tip they went tdSan
FranciscoOn April 10th or something theyad that greeearthquake andchy mothe andfather
were therén the earthquakel' hey weremariedandon their hmeymoon.They had alrawing
room, like a stateroom. They aderedtheir dnnerback
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in the state'oom.. Theyorderedquitea dinner- ducketc Sowhenthey broughthe food in
my Mother said to myFather "Canyou carve the duck?" Myratler, said,"Oh yes" and he
picked up the knife andfark to carve the duck and it went on tieor.
That'sthelasttimemy Fatherever pickedup a knife to cutanything- even a piece dfad.
Anyway, theysurvived- they weren the St. FrancidHotel in Union Square ih906 They ran
out because athefire and my Mother brokawayfrom my Fatherand sheanbackinto the
hotd andyelled. "Fire". My Fathemwaspanicky and ran up to get hdregot upto the door
and he police stoppetim. He said "My wifeis inthere". Theysaid"You can't go in, lse'll
neve comeout”. But she did come out anbdesfound my Fatherandhe was very distraught and
said"Aimee for God s sakewhy did you gabackand getyour jewelry, it can bereplacedbut
your life ismoreimportantthanthe jewelry." She said'l didnt go backfor my jewelry,| went
backfor thosethingsthatl putin my hair! Sheleftall the jewelryin the fire

They wentto the Presidio Parkmy Mother s&d it wasvery interesting EnricoCarusowas
there,the greatenor anchewould come out ad sing becauske was concerned that haght
have lost higroice inthe earhquake but he didrt. My Fathe wantedto get backto the family
to letthemknow that they werentlead but hedidnt knowwhatto da He said tha@&aftereaing
an orangehe save the peelings ofhe orangethinking that wauld bethe lastfood that my
Mother and Father wouldever eatogether Sohe saidhehad to get ouand getsome newso
his family. Sohewentdownto the Embarcadaroyhich is thewharf andhe saw afisherman
who was crossing \eer to Oakland which is across SafrancscoBay. He tore the cuffoff his
shirtandhe wrote ont thatheandmy mothe were well and theyweretrying tolocatethe family
from Memphis thattheythought they cod find and stay withthem. Hegave the cuff withhe
messagenit to the fisherman and hesent it to my Grandfather in Memphisha we wereall

well andfine. My Grandfathehad gotten my Mothées brother and hé uncleto go down topick
up the bodiesn San Franisco an bring themback if theywerelocatedbecausehey knew they
were deadBut when they gothistelegram theywired the 2 peopléhat were going toip k up the
bodies that thejpad foundthemin Fort Worth, Texas Thetrain dopped at Fort Wrth and picked
up the wirdess which gd, "Come backhome they are well". Sahey came back and they
eventudly met a famly calledthe Sampters, whavere from Menphis, and they stayed with them
until they could getransportatin out of SanFranciso. | neverheard my Father dvlotherever
say a wordhboutthe experienceMy Father did say that thearthquakwas badutthe fire was
what caused most of tlilamageBut they successfully came back.

SE  Thatsquite a storylt seemdike it, but | may bewrong were Fedinand andHaz=l Levy out
thereatthe samdime?

JG ldon'tknowl think my Mother and Father were otdaan them

SF: | maybe wong abat that- | thinkthey probaly would beolder.
Were your parents involvad Jewish Institution?

JG: My Grandfathemwasthewardan of the Templdor a while ard held some other officesHe was
interestedn the operation of the Templéewasthe only membe of the family- 4 boys, my
father's two sonanduncle'swo sans- | wastheonly one who waBarMitzvahed.

SF:  That wasnusualin those days

JG: | was pronsed abeautifulwatd and lotsof presentsso thatis whatreally got me tobe Ba
Mitzvahed.But it wasthe biggestdisappointmenof my life. | went thruit all and you should
seethe presentsgot - | got 15 fountain penss pairsof cufflinks, 2 tie clips. | gohothing that
was worth the effort it took me to become Bar Méhed.



Page 4

PAGE 4

SF:

JG

SF:

JG

SE
JG

SE
JG

Let me readhis|list andyou can put thenin any orderyou want:

Whatwas Memphis like when you weaehild?

Who wee your siblings?

Who were your flrendsWeretheyall Jew®

What schoting didyou hawe?

Did yourreligion cause anyifficulties in school orin the community?

What kind ofJewisheducatiordid you receive?

What didyou do during thesummers?

Startwith whatwasMemphislike when you were child?

This isa storyin itself. Welived with my Grandmothetandman After theearthquake m
father and mdtercameback fromSan Franciscd@efore theyleft, they haddecorated an aparent.
It was a branashewapartment buildingbout3 houses fronwheremy grardmather lived. They
fixed it up and were going to come back and live thereth8pget backo Memphis from San
Francisco and theecond night they spemmtheir newapartment, my mother said nuy father
"Fred I'm homesick and myfathersaid "Aimee, you're thregoorsfrom yourmother, how can
you be homesick?dndshe saidI'm homesick Fred, want to go honie So myFathersaid
"Whatveryou wantto dois fing'. My Fathergavein. So theyspent twonights in theapartment
andthen movedn with my Grandmother. It'svhere lwas born. My sister was bofinst, | was
born and therFredwasborn. After Fredwas born] think they kicked usut. And wemovedon
PeabodyAve. It was the most fthousehold it was like athreering circus going orall the time.

Incidentally, thisis a storynotconnected, lit it might be interestingp you.
Manny Dreyfus you knowwhothatis??

Sure. Ann's grandfather.

Manny Dreyfuslovedto call at my Grandmber Landman' sandmy motherand father because
theyalwayshada goodtime and there was sports atiety gambled andlpyed poker. So Manny
wasplaying pokeratmy grandmothefs and hesaid" You know ny siste-in-law is comingupto
Memphis ad we'dlike to introduceherto someone.He was speakingp my Mother "Do you
know anybody nice thate could introducderthato?'  "You know Elias is not veryall’. My
Mother said'l know justthe person- my brother-in-law is noterytall. - I'll introducethem' So
my Mothe got a hold oBerthaand got all dressedp andfixed thedealandshe introduced her
to Elias That was one of the few good oske made all the others were horrible.

Were mosbf your friendsJewisl?
It was a mixtire - my businesdife was wth mostly Christians and mpersonal lifevas mostly
with Jews

Your religion, did it cause any difficultiel school or the community?

Justthe fird day of school.l wentto BruceSchoolandthefirst daya boycomesupto me andits
mein theface andsays"You'rea Christ killer'. And | said"Who isChrist?- I've nevereven
heardthe naméSol came homand askedny Mother"Who isChrist? Someone lid methat |
killed him - | newer killed anybody". She saidWho toldyou that?" and said"A boy".

She saidYou go back there andtiim ashard asyoucan".l said "Nqg | won't dothat'. His name
was Conwayrordand he was 6 or yearsold. Lateron ConwayFordwasa buyerat PHl A.

Halle, afinemeris store, inthe boys department.| wasalso theboy's buyerat Goldsmiths and

we became quite good friendsidver didremnd himthatheknockedthe hell out of me the first
day of school.Thatwas myfirst introductionthattherewas a Chist.
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JG:

What kind ofJewish education didyoureceive?
Iwas Ba Mitzvahed and werto Sunday School. And that was:

If you wereBar Mitzvahedyou were probably one of theery few from the Sunday School.

My Grandfathemwasa warderof the Temple and migather | think out of respect for him. My
Mother promised me lat of presents

In the summerdid you work orgo tocamy?

Iwent to camp in Maineto a boys camp for 3 yesand a girs camp for ong/earThegirlscamp
was an interesting experience. My sistexsgoing to a camjn Mainetoo. A lady cameby, as
she did everyear, to visithe mothers of the girls that wetatthe camp She came by the house
to see my mother asking Dorothy was going back to camp. My mothssid shedidn't think so.

| wasin the back yard practicing on a budlevas ging totakea Boy Scout test bsomehing.
Thelady's name was Miss HenigaBhesaid to mymothe "Who is that blowinghebudge?" My
mother said"That'smy son out back hesaid he wagoing aut there to take care of his horsde
has a horse oulé¢re that herides - in the steble. Shesaid"I'd like to talk to him". So mynother
called me in. And this ladgaysto me"You can blowthe bugle?andl| said"Yes", and you got a
horse yairide?' | said"Yes". Shesdd "How would youlike to come up anbletheassistant
riding master at my camp in Maine? bllild you a speciblittle bungalow orthelake for yarself
and yourjob will beto assist the riding master ank$ato blow the bugle and rinthe bdl and
cleanupin the morningand soforth.” So | tookthejob.

Thereweresome Memphigjirls there- LouiseGoodman, a bediful girl - some morelewish
girls from MemphisJulius Goodmas daughter was onkthink the Bensdorf git was one
anyway there were 2Jewishgirls from Memphis that | knewSo everythingwasfine andthen
somethinchapeneal. My clock went off at6:000'dock andl gotup andrang thebdl andblew
thebugle and alkthe girlscameoutto go to breakfast. Thmesshall was dark therewas

nobody there. Somebodhad slipped intany cabin and setmy clock backan hour. | wasrit

very popular afterthat. Sotheywait until Saturday andl coud go into thelittle town with the
counseles. So Im alldressed up with my suit and my money and my watcheverythingl
thought lwasdressedorettywell andaboutl5 girls cameandpicked meup andtook meoutto the
endof the dock andhrewme intothelake- coldestwater - | almost froze Ssomeyearslater
I'm living on Longboat Keythis was6 or 7 yearsago) and dady attheend of my canlasad
"Are you the Jack Adsmith that bew the buglethatwoke everybodyup atthe canp and was
thrown inthelake?"1 sdd "Thatwasme,' andshe si "My nameis Ellie Berger-- | live down
theroadfrom you” So she came down and we visited

How long agowas that?
80years

Tha was alot of yeas. Outside of yar parentswho was the greatesifluencein your life?
Actually thatmay dovetail in some of these other thifigen your career - yourfirst job.

My first job was receiving and markag at Goldsnths.l hadworkedin thesunmertimein
differentdepatmentsand different parts dhestore.But thefirst red job tha | worked 6 days a
week was in theeceiing departmenbpening boxes anldoking at merchandisd. stayed there
oneyear.
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JG:

Wereyou in service? know you were.

| was commissioneih the United StateArmy in 1931 | was 10 yeesinthe Reservesin 1941
whenthe warstarted was sehto Philadelphia and themmansferred to Washingtowherel
stayed3 %2 yearsin the Pentagomithe officeof war plans andperationl washonorably
discharged in 1945.

The Pentagon was brand new theasn't it?

Yes and mygrandsa isthere today. He awell-known attorney ants aspecid assistat to
Secretary Rumsfeld fanternationallaw. He has aother job comingip - Heisreallyagood law
professor at th&Jniversity of ChicagoHe wanted tago backto Virginia becausée'sgot a little
babyon the way JacklV, anothedittle boycoming | don't knowwhat he isgoing to doHe
wasoffered a good joln Washington.

When you were growingip can youtell us anythingor the recaod about yousociallife. Did
you date nondewish people? Howid you meetyour spaise or spouses?

I don't thinkl haveenoudh tapesto go into that!!! Iwasmarried3 times- all wonderfu and
lovely girls andwe partedvith great affectiorandcare fa each otherbut we had different
interestsThe lastone | maried had the same interestsad andve were venhapply married
for well over30 some-odd years.

That wasawonderfulmarriage
Yes theothers wee veryinteresting.

How did your grandparentgractice Judaism? And how djdur parents practe Judaisn?
Were tere anysignificantdifferencesin the observancef Shabbat™o you observe anyf
these areas the same wagsyour parents?

Tomyknowledge theyidin't celebrate anything and l'ventinued that tradition| havegone to
services-PassoverAnd I'm not proud 6it because I'm nait allashamedndl'm proudto be
Jewish

The natureof the Jewish communitin some of these areas yprettywell answered What was
the natureof the Jewish commity in which you weraaisedVere hereanyobstacleto
observance? Howilge washe community? Watsort ofrelations didyour famly havewith Jews
from other branchesf JudaismMith genties andbladks?

With blacks they had a very very good relaiim.

It was absolutely intolerable in my house, in myther & Fahers house, thatve caild everbe
disrespectfuto any black, and th&N" word wasnever to be used. If wesed itwe'd have dront
toothgonebecause itvasnottolerated We had no particular problems. My MothHeda strange
ideafor goodneighborsthouch. Shethoughtthata high fence made for goodeighborsif you
didn't bother themtheydidn't botheryou and yougetalong muchbetter. So evethough the
children ofthe neighbors were veglose and irendout ofthe houses all thigme, my Mother
neverwent inandout of theneighbor's housesventhough they wee friendy andspoketo each
other
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Did they have any attitudes that were exprepsedrcon onZionism?

Yes they weren'textremelyexcited about ZionismThatwasso far back inthe1920s wheri
was 10yearsold andl didn't understandhese things. Thereere veryfew Orthodox Jews in
Memphis thawe knew of. Therevasrit much of a togetherness yought say- there were
separate Templesepaate clubs and separate assaoiat. Ithink it waspretty muchlike that
untl after World War | ad then they began to asslate

Jack, in this historicabveniew you mentioned ot of significant historicakevents In yourlife
whatwasthe mostignificant?Did you experiencéhe depressn personally?

I think I'll have to describe the depressioithvastory thathappenedAs | told you | was
running the bogdepartment in 1931-32This wasin the heart othe depression and at
Goldsmithsbusness was veryery bad The other3 departmenstoresin Memphis besides
Goldsmiths- John Gerber CoTheBry-Block Corp. ad B. LowensteinsB. Lowensteins
went thraigha reorganization and Brys almestntout of business and John Gerber Co.
struggled. Tlkeonlyway they couldtruggleandexist wagdo eliminate peple. Thecommon
word todayfor firing peoplds"downgrading. There just wasn&noughbusness tcsaisfy
keepng the help thatve had It waseither survival ornot So one dayhenl was head of
the bag/sdepartmat, | getaletter from theoffice which went out to all the peop(all the buyers)
thatwe had to get ricbf 2 people intie boys department. The two people were fades- one's
name was MsBaldridge axd onewasMs. Foot- you know how manyyearsthis goesback and |
still know thesewo ladiesnames The nmessage came down that | hadébthemgo. So Icalled
Mrs. Baldridge backn my office aml | talked to her. | knew workedwith her acouple yearsin
the departmemn shehada sick husband and twldtle girls. The sdarythen was $2.50 aweek,
which wefelt pretty goodpayingour employees$12.50aweekbecause Geds waspaying
theirs $1050 and we were paying abovecale.

In those dayghat must have been a veygodsalary.

So Mrs. Bddridge came back my office and Isad to her'You know I'm goingto have to let
yougo and | explainedall the reasonsvhy---businessvasn'tthere for this that and anotn. She
said"Oh Jack I've gotasick husband and he cahwork and?2 little grls and only making
$1250a weeK Shesaid"| cant exist' andshejust starterying andl startcrying. I'm thinking this
is terrible. This| cant do, ljust can't do it. So hadthe same experieneéth Miss Foot and it was
the same thing and she was crying alhdhaee of us were crgg. So Isaid"Just wait a minue'
andl wert upstairsto my Father. | said "You know I've got tolet thesedades goandthey re
bothvery good peope andl just carit do it and explainedhy they ned the money. | 5d
"Look, I'm meking $150a maith - | don't need the money giveit to them. Keep thenonthe
payrdl. Nobody Iknow has any moneym living athome- Nobodyl know has any moey---
Everyoneis doingfine-- | have my carl getthegas & Goldsmiths | haveo prodem. | do't
needanymoney. Give it to théadies'. Sohe said'Thats very nice Jackl dont think you'll have
to dothat.l can takecare ofit." Sowe kept Mrs. Baldidge and Miss Foot on the payroll. 5t
was a sapussituation.It touched everybody. | remember thase/ou wholived in Memphis |
sawtheline from Man St.to theYMCA - people wéing in line for soup.

Mrs. L.K. Thompson dl a veryfine job t&ing careof that

Jack, did youspendanysignificanttime out ofthesoutt?

| went to militaryschoolfor 4 years and missed all the high school fun that the kids hiaere.
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SF:  Wherdid yougo?

JG: |wentto Culver Military Academy with Ira Samelsand Lester Samelsoflvin
Hattendorf, William Goodman.

SF:  You hada Memphis crowd there

JG: Jimny (?) GoodmanCharlie Goodman.
SF: Thatwasyour principal time outside of the sout®?d you eve work outside?

JG: No, I didn't workoutside. Itook atrip, beforel wert to work in 1931, with Ira Samelson. Wok
a Grand Tour of Europe for about 4 montheftiNew York andwventto Iceland andhendown
throughthe NorthCape and up to the FjoradsNorway, Sweden Denmark, Finland | wentto
Russia inl931and | saw Stalin in a car ahthad avery interestingtime. | ran out of moneyin
Paris and was embarrassed and had my bregmeime a few dollars to gétome

SE  Begladhe senit to you or we wouldibe having thisinteniew- you'd still be over there.
Outsideof your work whats the thing thatyou're proudest of, your most significant
accomplishments?

JG: Well the work came first, but let me tgbu thestory aboutt. JudeA good friend ofminewas
EdBarry. Ed Barry was gounglawyer andn 1931 or '32 was my firstvork with sane kind of
charitable organization.wasaskedby Mr. Lovett Milesto come on the boardf the Travelers
Aid Society. TheTravelersAid Society (there were no, planes at that timéy trains) and there
would be a desk in a railroad station anddy or man would sit there and be of assistance to
peopk who neededhelpsomeway or another sort oflike an information bureau. They handled
all the transients. Slowent on the boaraf the Travelers Aid Societyith Mr. Lovett Miles,
presidemn, whowas a very fine attorney and Ed BaiT)is wasa national organization he
term"trarsient’ wasdefined as anyone who had beethiecity of Memphidessthan 30 days.
Most of the problems Memphiswerepeople who wouldomeinto Memphisfrom Arkansas
Mississippi and Tennessee from the farms with naeyp pregnant womenno money and
didnt knowwhatto do. So they albecamethe problem ofthe Travelers Aid whichwas never
intended to have this kinaf a job.Well, anyway, we took care ofthat.Ed Bary andl became
close friends working together. Ed never married andchigef occupation in lifevasraising
money forcharities Sol get atelephonecall from Ed in my office one day and he sailck
I've got a fellow in my office thdtwantto come down tantroduceyouto”. | said "I'll walk up
to your office | needthe eercise.” He said"No Jack, I'mcoming to youroffice”. Sol said,
OK, comeondowrni'. So he walksn and | lookedatthis fellowandrecognized him fromome
place but T didn't know who he was| knew hewasfamiliar. Thenhesdd"Jack| want youto
meet Danny Thomas Sol said"Hello Mr. Thomas"andl'm thinking"What thehellis he
doing here?' So hesat down. Ed saiJack I'll tellyouwhy Danny Thomas is herehe wants
to build a hospital and | sawde dorit needa childrens hospial. Jackis familiar with raising
money, working with hospitd fundsand as a matter of fact, heassecretary of the building
committee at LeBonheur Children's Hospital &edhelped buildhe LeBonheur Children's
Hospital and he knows that we doneed anynorehospitals.” In my heattknewthat Ed Barry
didn'twantto cause anybody to go cand raise any morenoney for hospitals becaude had
been out sonanytimesand he saidche thoughtwe had facilities. So theBanry Thomas
explanedwhatit is. He said'l| want toopen diving shrine a childrers hospital and nobody
pays and thewill do children's researh etc." So Ed saitiyou told me you ha&750000
thatyou wantedto apply if thecity would meet $50000. Thenhesad, “You know youcan't
run a hospital to begiwith a million dollars you just cart get sarted- you haveto have an
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operating capitalEd wastelling me he'sdrying to discaurage this operéion. Hesad "How much
wouldit take Mr.Bary?" Ed said'At least a million and haf " andhesad "If | can g
$750,000canl getthe city of Memphisto matchwith $750000andEd said, "If Jacktakes
chairman otfthebig gifts canmittee, | think we can doit.” To digressa momert, 80% of allmoney
raised by anygivencharityis givenby 20% ofthe people—that’s a weHknown statistic . | said
"That'sridiculous- if anybaly in theworld is anexperton raisng moneyfor hospitals, it's/ou-
St.Joseph'’ sthe Methodistthe Baptistandanyone ése whohada hogital - you' re the marior
the joh He sad "I'll take it if you'll beco-chairmanl said"OK, butlet meask a gegion - why
did you selectMemphisfor thishosptal, thatpuzzesme?"Danry Thomes said'It’ s very smple -
| wasdeadbroke during the depressiondidn't havea dollarto buy my wife,
Rosamarie, aChristmagpresen” Incidentally Dannywas avery devout Catholic who wasraised
in aJewish neighborhooand spoke Yidlishfluently. That | know becausé havehad him in my
house- notthatl spokeit. He said"l made aNovenato StJude- doyou know whois StJudeis?"
and Isaid "No" . Danny said"He's theparon sint of the poor and destitute andatasboth. If |
was eve successfull wantedto build ashrine b St. Jude. Thenext day my career tookff and |
wert to the 606 dub in Chicago and had$500,000 tdouild a shrine | didn't knowwhatkind of
shrineto buildso | went to theardirel in Chicagowhois Cardinal StritchSol told him thatl
saidtheNovenaandl hadthemoney and wantedto build a hospital andvheredid he think the
hospitalshout bebuilt in ChicagoHe said Danny whydo you wantto build itin Chicago?'
Dannysad "Cardinal doyou have a better placeyou can sugge®" The Cardinal said"Yes thee
is onlyone placeo build this hapital" andDanny sad "Whereis that?" andhe said"Memphis
TN" So Danry sdd to the Cardinal"Why Memphis TN?" anthe Cadinal said"That smy
home" and that'svhy the hospital isin Memphis.Ed and |
organizedit - calleda meding at thePeabog of 100-ome-odd top businesseople- most
business wee inthe excess profitand they all hada lot ofmoneyandwe raised the asied
amountof money lhave everseerraisedfor acausen my life. Beforetha theyhada party and
Danry called- it washeld atthe Central High School auditoriumt wascalled"The Shower of
Stars" Dinah Shore Carmen CavallaralaneRussell. Danry sad well havea party afterwarslat
the hotel. | said" No, we'll havethemall atthe fouse.l had aplaceatthe hotel. I'veknown the
Grisantis- | remanberwhen theywereacrossdrom theold ralroad staion and youhadto go
downthestepsto getto the place. | knewthe Grisantis and thekieard about thisand theycameto
me andsaid"l understand thatyou've got the party after the show can we do the partyor

you atyour house, Justgive usthe facilities andwe'll provide thefood' . | sad "Absolutely you
can dothat So MissMary wasthe mdherof the Grisaritboys Frank andhe resiof them

andthey got togther andthey broughtall the pots angpansandfood tomy kitchenandwe fed
The Showeof Starsin my place Carmen Cavallaro was a pianidilr. Crumphadchanged all
the dreets - those ging east andvest were streds and the ones goinghe othe way wee
avenueslt happened thahey dhangedBeale Street to Bealvenueard there was a gredealof
dislike ofthatideain Memphis, but they wereit goingto changeit. | hada baby grandpianoin
my apartment an€armenCavallarowrotea song. "PleaseMr. Crump dort startchanging
Beale Streeto Beale Avenué. Theystartedplaying themusic ontheradio gations andBeale
Avenue isthe only ane that'sdifferent from therest of thecity streetsandavenues

SF: Noteveryoneknows that- until now they will. That's interestindlascinaing. Youhave
samething o beof proudof as faras hathospitalhasgone

JG. All | saidwas, "H, | think we hawe enougthosptals now we didn'tneedany more."Ed Barry was very
prominent inMemphisand (we)were very close fiends and he was a prominent Catholite calledme upone
day andhesaid"Jack | want you to comen board of he Cawert of theGood Shepherdlt was probably
aroundfrom Poplar toMadson. It wasatremendouspieceof propety andit waswherewhen grls gd intro
uble they weretaken there andthe Catholic sistersvouldtake carefthem. It wasatremendous piec&f
propery.The history of it was thatit was

very old becausea Dr. MaxHermat, the No. 1 Jewishdoctoliin Memphis, was on the boarc of
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this placewasvery well thoughtof by dl the ssters Sol was the secondew thatgot onthe
board of the Convent of the Good Shepherd. Soulavgo out there oncea month to a meeting
andwe would servecookies and lemonade atttht was our feeSo one day ge& a call from Ed
Barry and hesays'Jack you gotto come outo theconvent, w&/e got abig decision to make |
said ‘I’'m busy" and he saidYou gotto make it. So Iwentoutthereatfive o'clock.He said'We
got anoffer tobuy this property."

Where was the property?

Doyou know where Evergreen and Poplar is?

Yes

| thnk theLiberty Grocerystorehad half ofit on Madison Ave. Itventfrom

Podarto Madison He saidthat ttey gotan offer for halfof the propertyon Poplarfor

$500000- it wasthe Belz family. The sisters doknowwha to do. | said"What time isit" and
Edsaid"5:15". | said"What time doeshe sunse®?" He said"Why?"| said"Takethe offer
before thesunsets andhendiscussvhat you'vedone". Thisvasonce inalifetime - gettinga
half a million dollars for halbf it - thefacilities wehave areold - | cant tell you how old it is
theycould build a new placeagorgeous placandwith all modern facilities."Don't let thesun
godown, Ed." We sdd the property an&d Barry and lwere veryclose. | have a handkerchief
thatthe sistersgaveme with myinitial "G" onit that | prize very muchrhenmy friendsaid you
havethe jobof geting thegirls in andthen getting them sad "No, | dont getthem in here.”

Jack what advicewvould you giveto the youngenerations?

That s atoughone First, is to be honest and honorablgat'syour personal life. Inyour
business lifetry to select thebest people and the best contaaia can make—it will help you.

That adviceyour Mexican relativegiave youwas prettygoodtoo.

It's justcommonseng - thereis nosimpleformula. It'sjust doing the righthing. | can
remember my Motherl came in andold her thatl did somehing realwell and told her about
and Ithought shewasgoingto say"Thats goodJack”. She said Why shouldh't youdothat?"|
wasrit going to get creditfor doing the right ting - that wasexpected.l wastaughtwhen
people do the righthing, it shouldbe normal, yoshoud do the rightthing. | never heardny
Fathereversay anything againsanybody. He alwaysaidif you carit sayanything good don t
sayanything. Thatpaysoff too. | don’'talwaysfollow that-1 sometimedosemy temper.

I've never seen itbut I'm sure its got tohappen. This has beemanderful
morning and | mayave to come back neyxearandget somanore.

Nextyear!! Someone tolchenot to buy green bananasmyage!



