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Temple Israel Archives
Interview of Manny Ettingoff

January 17, 2005

MANNY ETTINGOFF (ME)

Date ofInterview: January 1,72005
Interviewer: Manny Ettingoff (ME)
Address:

Telephone:

Date of Birth:

Placeof Birth

Sex: Male

Ethnic /RacialHeritage: White
Religious Affiliation: Baron Hirsch
EducationaBackground
Occupational History:
Specialinterests:

Name of Spouse:

Name(s) of Children

Father's Name:

Father's Occupation

Mother's Name

Mother's Occupation:

Organizatio nsBoards, Offices:

HS: It's January 1,22005 andthis is Max NotowitzZMN) and Harriet Stern (HS)
and we arenterviewingManny Ettingoff. Your fullnameis Manny Ettingoff?

ME: In Englishthat'sall I've got. I've got some stufthat'ssays Manny NEttingoff but | don't know

where that came frofpecause in Hebrew it's MenachéWendel.
HS: Yourdateof birth?

ME: Thedateof birth is September 231926.
HS:  And where were yotorn?

ME : | wasborn inMemphis, TN.
MN: Do you know where your ancestors came from?
ME: Chastnickthe Russian-Polish bordemoved backand forth.

MN:  Wasit northernPoland southernPoland?

ME: It wasthe border between Russiad Poland.
MN:  Who of your ancestors cangour grandfather?

ME: Well my grandfather omy father's side came firdtle wasmarried. He ha@é numberof
children.Do you wantme to try to name them.....

MN:  Washe theonethat hadeight children?

ME: Somethindike that.
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HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

MN:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

| don't thinkyou have to name them but tell ssmething aboutim, about whyhecame? And
wherehewent?Or wherehe lived?

Where hestopped off orthe way to Memphid don't know why le cameao Memphis | don't know,
but heendedup in Memphis. Hexctually was actually a Talmud Chocharknowledgeable in the
Talmud.l don't know howold hewas wherhecamehere. He left hereshenhewas84 and wento
whatis now Israel but itvasPalestine then. How long heasthere by himself I'm nature.He had
threewives, one wifehereandtwo wives afterhe gotthere.

After theage 0f84?

After theage of84.

And he died in Israel?

He died in IsraelTel Aviv.

Was heateacherarabbi?

| understand havas somewhah the real estate businessit not arexpertin it.
His wife camewith him anddied here in Memphis.

Yes, she was SaraBacherig.

Andthiswas your father'parent?
Yes.

Did heevertalk abouthim?

Not a wholdot. | hadapictureandl cannotfind it, of my sister andl standing athisgrave in Tel
Aviv , andl cannoffind it. I've turned this house upside dowh talked to my nieceand she's
going to sedf she can findt, butso farno luck andthat's the.. in my mind, my grandfather's
grave my uncle Belzstandingoeside him and my sister andl standingbehind thegrave and |
justcannotfind that picture.

We I, it will probably turn up. Didgou know hiswife?
No, in fact my sisteris named for mygrandfather's wife.
Your father wadorn here?

No, he came hereshen wastwo years old. Now strangelgccordingto what | have been told
the twofamilies, my mother'family andmy father'sfamily did not knoweach otherin that little
town of Chastnick how that happened | do not know.skems they shouldave knowneach
other, but they did noaind whermy fatherneededa Jewishwife - hewentto New York tofind a
Jewishwife - andmet my mother thereand eventhough theycame fromthe same smallttown,
they did notknow each other.
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HS: Sohe happened tgoto a Polishgroupmaybe?

ME: Theyhad mutual relatived don't know ifyou know the Brookgamily. The SummeraDoctor
Brookswasmy father's cousinand SanBrookswasmy mother'scousin, andmy mother had
met them iMNlew York and sany father wento them to find hima Jewishwife.

MN: My family did thesamething. My wife, Fanny's great-great grandfather wenNew York and
broughta wife wholived in Arkansas hewas a farmerand shanoved in there andhe tieda
boat up to his houseand she saitbok, the boat when the tidecame the waterdid something
and youmay have to take the bdabm the docksothey moved to Memphis.

ME: But my father camehere hewastwo years old my mother didn'ttomeuntil she wagwelve
years old. And theylid not knoweach other. She wdiving in New York he wasliving in
Memphis.

HS: When she came at twelve

ME: Herfather camédeforeshedid.

HS:  And she wasot planning to marry himttwelve, you saidhewentto New York andmet he ?

ME: Hecameto New Yorkfirst to save somenoney to bring théamily. He left her as child in
RussiaWhen she came over she wigsyears old my mother.

HS:  Where was youmother'stamily from?

ME: Sameplace but they didn't knoveach otherl don't understand thatin a smalltown, but...

HS:  And theylived inNew York?

ME: My grandfather onimy mother'ssidelived in New York andthey found outthereweren't any
golden streetto pick up.My motherwas12 yearsold andthatwas old enougko go to work and
he sent forher.Left the resbf the family stillin that Russian Polish tow&hastnick.

HS: Except forher?

ME: Becauseshe was old enoudi go to work.

HS: Wheredid she go to work

ME: In adressfactory.Didn't knowfrom nothing couldn't even speak English

HS: InNew York?

ME: In New York.

HS:  Did she finallylearnEnglish?

ME: Ohyes shdearnedEndish.| can't tellyou why, but he became citizen before shedid. | really

don't know. | remembexrhen shébecamea citizen.Oh thatwas abig deal. Hestudyingto learn
enoughto answeitthe questions.
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HS: Thiswas your mother?

ME: My mother.

HS: And shebecamecitizen here?

ME: In Memphis.

HS: Itwas a very excitinglay?

MN: How longwas shéhere beforeshebecame a citizeh

ME: ShecametotheU.S. when she wak2 butshe wasnarriedwhen shébecamea citizen.

HS:  And you wereborn? You andyour sister werdoth born by thenDid she workin Memphis

ME: Did she workin Memphis? My fathewasin the realkestatebusinessand she was laousekeeper.
Now the story I heard, | wasa year and &alf old when my father | don't know if youknow, you
know Clark & Fay, I'm sure before that it wa€lark and Ettingoffway backwhen, andill Clark
wasnot married- hewas youngethan myfather, avery nice man andhe andmy father were
partners. 193%vhen everythindnit the bottom Bill Clark had anot awealthy fatherbuta wellto
do father, and he didn't do anything farwhile, but myfather had two childrerandmy mother's
family were allin the retail businessothey put myfather in a storeon Maconand Nationg
Highland Heightsknown thermas Stephehleights and he hated igot out of thestore everyhance
he got. By then Bill Clark wasback in businesand they remained friendsndhe used t®ay, come
on Manny lets getin the carand gdfor aride. Bill Clark hadan office outon Poplar 4400 or
somethindike that just go out thereandtalk. They remained friends fdfe.

HS:  Did they keep the busines€lark andEttingoff for manyyears?

ME:  No, notafterthat. Bill C lark gotanother partneGerald Fayit becameClark and Fayafterthe
depression Well it wasn'tover, but it was better.

HS:  Butyour father wenback towork for him?

ME: No, my father was 5%henhe died.

HS:  So hewas still working athis store?

ME: Yes. Myfather whenhe came oveontheship at agd¢wo, hegotthe measlesand itaffectedhis

hearingandhe learned to talk byelling, literally by yelling at him, and | remember coming
home fromschool onelayandhe hadsomekind of gadget sittingn front of him and | wasn't old
enoughto understandvhatit was andof course lyelled. Andhesaid "don't yell'" | wondered
how was heyoingto hear me - | didn't know what that thing waswvétsan Acousticon - thatvas
the brand name. Haaidturn aroundandturn your back to me. Now talk normal. So | talke
him and he answered to me and | didn't knawvat was.
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Was italarge thing?

It was abouthesizeof aquarterandhe gota boneconductor He hadexcellentboneconduction
andheworeit over his headndhadalittle piece behind hisar anchecould talk normally and
asl sayhe hadexcellentboneconduct ionandhe could take that thingom behind hisarand
hold it between his thuméndfinger and wecould talk normallyandhe could hear it.

That'samazingI've never heardf that.

It was battery operated. People that used to conie Btdreknewwhathis problemwas and
theywould talk loud to himandhe had to train them not yell athim.

Doyou know very muchabout yourmother's family? Were theyery Jewish also?

My father'sfamily weremore religious than my mother's familgut my mothemwasmore
religious thanfather.

Did they practice - digtou havean Orthodox home?

Kosher kitchen wentto Baron Hirsch. Ansheésphardfirst, andthen came the depressiandmy
father couldn'afford two schuls, and itwastime for me toget somelewish affiliation sohe
moved over to Baron HirsciAnd | grewup in Baron Hirsch.

Whatwasit like growingup in Baron Hirschyou startedefore Bar Mitzvah?

| hadateacher that came to my house. | don't knoyoif've heard of MrsSpeck, but her
husbandvas aTalmudChochamYid that | never knewandsheused to ride th&3 street caout
to us on Macon Roaand! used tosit in the back of thetore andcurious customers used to
wantto knowwhatall that noisevasback there becausee weretalking whattheycouldn't
understand.

And that's howyou prepared foyour Bar Mitzvah?

With Mrs. Speck.

After your Bar Mitzvah didyou go onto Jewishyouthgroups?
Yes, AZA and that kindf thing.

What did AZA do in those days?

It was supposetb beafraternity, Aleph Zadick Aleph using Hebrew instead of Greek letters.
That's what grewup with.

HS: Was that a big padf your socialife?

ME: Almost all ofit. | wasnota socialbug. HS:

Were there dances and parties
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Yes, that'swhat theydo now | think.
They had partiesanddifferent programs.

You know where the Menoramstitutewas? That's wherewent to Sunday School. Andy
fatherused to take me down theaad wait forme.

How long didyou goto Sunday Schdoall your childhood, and your sistelsa?
Yes.

You haveone sister? And what waer name?

It was supposetb be SaraBeth,. SoraBashi. Butthe storiesl heardandthis wasbefore lwas
born.She was gearand ahalf older. I'm going offinto another partof thefamily now. My

uncle BenBallin, had been left itcurope andost. Theyleft him with aman and along came
WWI andthey didn't knowwherehewas. Theylost him. | don't knowthey hired investigators
and allthatstuff, andtheyfoundhim , andthey did not tell my mother they h&slnd him , and
they brought hinmto NewYork because the rest my mother'sfamily was in New York , and
theycdled Memphis anthey told my mother that they h&alnd him and shadidn't knowwhatto
do. And the storyl heardwasmy father said'll tell you whatto do.You takeSaraBeth (cause she
just hadSaraBeth then)and you get otthe train and/ou goto New York andyou seehim .

So she goto New York andhe relatives uphere,the Brookswere stillliving in New York

then, said shedoesn'took like SaraBeth, shelooks like Shirley andthey startedcalling her
Shirley. She watherefor six months a year and &alf oldand when she canmackshethought
she was Shirley. Stadidn't know her namevasSara Beth Theyjustsaid shdooked likeShirley.

So everybody dleed her Shirley afterthat?

That'sright. Theybrought her back tiemphis after sixmonthsand the story heard during
WWII, she apped for a job athe Army Depotacrossrom theAnshei Sphard Cemetery and
theysaid shéhad to have birth certificate. Shelidn't havea birth certificate so shehad toget
affidavits from friends wh&new herfrom childhood andrelativeswho knew herfrom
childhood and yotad to haveacopyof her original birth cerificate, so she wento get a copy of
heroriginal birth certificate andall it hadon therewas S. Ettingoff. orit , so you co Id put
anything you want on thereso sheput Shirley onit cause that's the namsaehad virtually all
herlife.

So she was contenthe

Shirley? ME: Shalidn't know the

difference.

HS: Didyou growup in thestore abovethe store?
ME: Wehadan apartment arourttie corner,upstairs.
HS: Was it ary goods store

ME : It was adry goods store the shmatibusiness.
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HS:  What kindof aneighborhood was dtthat time?
ME: Yokel, White. Therewereno blacks there in those days.

MN: | know the neighborhood becaudathan andNasua, the three brothersMianny, Bennyand
Gilbert, owned it lateron. Theyowned that property andwtasn'tuntil they died - before they die
d, theysoldit and wecarried the mortgagéfter they died the mortgagevaspaid off.

HS:  You were involved in that?

MN: | wasinvolved in that.

HS: Thatwasthe Delugache8

MN:  Theykept it in thefamily.

ME: SeeFanny Delugackvasmy father's sister.

MN: That's Fanny's grandmoth&he thought her maiden name rasny Ettingoff butwe foundthe
birth certificateandit wasn't Ettingofflt was Fanny Delugach

HS: And what waghe namef the store?
ME : Ettingoffs.

HS: Anddid it become the Delugach@s
ME: No. TheDelugachfamily and Ettingoff familywere not together. | mean they were friends

HS: Theyjust bought iafter you. And you grewp over thestore butyou
didn't playwith the neighborhoochildren.

ME: It wasavailable Therewereno Jewistchildrenout there. The closest Jewish peoptrethe Browns
wholived on Summer Avenue which wase mile awayand| don't know if therewas anybody else
anywhere around

HS:  Where didyou goto school?

ME: For seven yearswentto Treadwell andny parentsvereconcernedabout megrowing up out
therewithout anyJewsandthey took meon a streetar in the 8tlgrade and used to ride thé3
streetcar to Poplaand Crosstowntransfer to the#7 and rideoverto Bellevue to Bellevue Jr.
High Schoolto 8th and 9th gradeandthen 10th 11thand12thgrade went to Central..

HS: Did you?
ME: They still givethat 8thgradeletterandthey call itEagle. They still give &tter, anathletic
letter?

MN:  And did you graduate

ME: Graduated fronCentral.
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ME:
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Where didyou gothen?

Well , | wentto Knoxville, U.T. for two quarters and theansweredthe call from myUncle Sam
andwas in theArmy for alittle over twoyears.

At what time? Whatwar?

ThesecondWorld War. Well thewar was still goingon, and lapplied forOCS and thgrades
came outandtheyacceptedne in OCS and then thvear ended whilé wasin OCS at Ft.
Benningand everybodyesigned from OCS because you went to OC®etmome arofficer you
had tostayin for a while,and Isaid I'll wait until next week.Nextweekwas too late. Thegut off
resignationsYou coudn't resign.Sol saidl'll fix that. | did everything wrongl could think of
other than reallyget in trouble. My pack went straight orthe bed and they lookeat meand | left
it that way So | got ademerit this went on and ofor another fourteerweeks andfinally | gotto
gobeforeaBoard and | fixed them good.l mean Igotout. | was kicked out of OCS. And thgou
know at that time they cut off enlistments in the military servicend the only wayyou couldenlist
andbe surehowlong youwould be inwas they would give you adischargeso you could enlistn
fact I'vegottwo d ischargesone has my regular numben it and theotherone has R.Awritten
on it. And | wentto the regulararmy, and | hada leave togo to Berlin andRome and Trieste
and London and ParisAnd then | came home and on my from Ft. Picketck to Memphisl
stoppedoff to see somdriends | had made in Knoxville the two gmeas lwasthereand spent a
weekthereandthen came on homeand thenwent back to Knoxville to finistschool.l startedout
in Engineeringand changed over to busineshninistration.

Yougraduatecaround 19517
Yes. 1951
Where didJanecome in?

Did you know Howard Waller? Howard andytew up together and ThelmaHoward's wifewas
from Missouri Missouri Boothee| andJane was from ManilgAR, which is right below the
Bootheel and all the Jews there kneschothe 1 and they went to theametemple in

Blythev ille, andl bummed around there and didn't do mashnything and HowardndThelma
decided Janendl shodd meetandthey went in a Starchi??? Thegot us together andie met
andl wasslow about that too. Weventtogetherfor five years.

Shewasstill living in Manila?

No, she caméereand wento work for the Jewish Communit¢enter.In fact her parents had
moved here. Her father had retireddtheylived on St. Albansin Hedgemoor.

Whatwasher maiden name

Borowsky. You knowColmanBorowsky. That's her first cousi@olman'sfatherandmy
father-i n-law were brothers.

You havealot of connections | know that.
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You see|l didn'trealize how mangonnections.
All the Jews in Mmphis are connected.

Welll remembetane. So yohada romance for five years atlienyou gotmarried. When
was that?

1956.

And by that timeyou were workingn realestate?
No. | was working for the Corondelet Corporation.
What was youposition there?

Trader.

Did you enjoythe work?

Yes | liked it.

Did Jane continue working #te JCC?

No, shequit shortly after we gotarried becausee were30years old time tostarthavinga
family. She quit so we couldavea family.

How manychildrendo you have?

Two. | haveSam who wasamedaftermy father. My father was Satingoff, and of coursén
the Orthodoxreligion you don't name aftea living person andthen Judywasborn.And | don't
really know for sure who shi&s named after. And Judywas three years youngéhanSam. She
lives in PittsburghShe'smarriedand has twochildren.

How did she endup in Pittsburgh?
You know the SchneidersDavid andRita Schneidedecided that Janend| shouldmeet.
Howard callecherand said you calherandmadea dateto go out together and veld. Like |

said | was slow- tookfive years.

And youhada big hill to climb there.
Oh yes

So, the kidsall grewup in Hedgemodt
No, we lived on McLean between Jackson and Vollinting/e lived in an apartment on
Grahamandthenwe movedto ahouseon Normandyandthenwe movedout.

| thinkyou lived in theapartment on Graham when el , or you had just moveaut--that was
1957-1958.

Lots of Jews thergSterns, well | can'tremember thenall.



Page 10

PAGE 10

HS:

ME:
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MN:

ME:

Did you continue to belong to Baron Hirsch?
| belongedto Baron Hirschever since.

Were you an officet

| wasthe treasureat Baron Hirschl grewthere. lwentto Baron Hirschwhenl was six years
old whenmy fatherhad to have me iaJewish organizatiosohe joined Baron Hirsch.

And you continued..and you werghe treasurer for how long?

I don't know | got amark by my nameex officio member of the Board still getBoard
notices.And | still try to goto mostof the Board meetings.

Wereyou involved inany speciatievelopmentat Baron Hirsch any specibthings thatwent on
when you were active

I don't know when you're activeyou're activeLike | say, | wasthe treasurerandyou had to do
something onot dosomething. And decided not to deomethingso | discontinued. ktayed
on the Board. Back in those dagsceyou'reon the Boardyou're onthe Board. It's not that
way anymore.Now it's six years and you're off. After $ong a time they just kept leaving/ou
onthe Board.

Youraised your childrem the practicesimilar to as youhadwhen you grewip?
Similar but | wasnotas observant any parents.

Did you keepa kosher home?

A kosher homeyes. Still do.

And did you observe thé&sabbathand the holidays?

You know, had kiddush on Friday nighgo to shulon the holidays...
Doesyour sonlive here?

Yes he lives in Memphis. He worksNational Bank of Commerce.

You must havegrandchildren.
Yes they comearound. Theyike thatswingout there.

You have onggrandchild?

Two. Theyoungest oneloesn't have one. Thést me know. When Judy was two months
pregnantthey called me.

Didn't you work for Southerheather?

Just foralittle while .
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MN:  Mildred worked there?

ME: Yes Mildred worked there way back before that.

MN:  Mildred wasacousin?

ME: Mildred Ettingoff Fox. There were notlat of people nameéttingoff. | hadan Uncle Sol who
was a gambler anlde had twasons and Nathis oldest son, wamarried but never haény
children, andlIrvin, his yaungestson | lost trackof him way backwhen.Did you know the
Malkins, Sam Malkin?

MN:  [justknewabouthim.

ME: Annie, hiswife wasmy father's sisterand Uncle Malkin 1 had two unclesvho went bytheir
last name Uncle Malkin and Uncle Lubin, and UncMalkin saidthere's no bad boysend
Irvin up there and'll straighten himout. Theylived in Jacksonville. Thegent Irvin up thereHe
kept him twoweeks andhe senthim back - he couldn't take hirdou mentionedMildred. There
were four sisters and oeother Willie - he diedyoung, never hadanychildren - noEttingoffs
there. And | don'tknow whathappenedo the Ettingoffs in Jacksonvillel don'teven know.

HS: The twoEttingoffs onedidn't have anychildren, and the other one?

ME: He wasin theArmy, andl never kept upvith him.

HS:  Andthosewerethe only Ettingoffs that were around?

ME: Well UncleBen(Beryl) , who was Mildredand Rae'sfather, hadfour daughtersand a sonandthe
sondiedyoung, sono Ett ingoffsthere. UncleBen left hereand wento live with his fatherin Tel
Aviv. Accordingto theOrthodox traditionyou sayKaddishfor 11 months...

..TAPE TWOQO...

ME: 11 months and one gathis uncle they lived with anddiedas soon atheyfinished saying
Kaddishandthey'reburied side by side. Ankin trying to find thatpicture.

HS:  Anddid you ever gdo Is rael ?

ME:  Twice

HS:  Anddid you seethemwhen you werghere? Are they stillliving ?

ME: No..

HS:  You saw the graves while you were a child?

ME: Nol didn't seethegravesl was grown thenl went over withRabbi Grossman.

HS:  Wasthefamily veryviolent?

ME: Have tobe in Israel..
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HS:  After they moved thereactively violent?

ME: Yes.

HS:  Youmust have knowsome ofthe family?

ME: | remembemwhen Max caméere.

MN: | remembemlot of the people better than others? Mildred Aot daughteand sonl sold
themahouse. Isoldthem mycar.| have the pictures at my wedding

ME: Mildred worked for SoutherbheatherCompany. don't know if theystill havea place inNew
Orleansor not. Shemoved toNew Orleang{sic... Mildred} andmet HenryFox there - | don't
know how theygot backto Memphis- but theycameback to Memphis. Henrlfox wasnot from
Memphis. Hedied whenhewas fairly young.

HS: YouremembemwhenMax camehere?

ME: | remembewhen Max caméere. You know itvasunusual back in those day people coming
herefrom Europe.

MN:  You knowwhenl gotmarried myfather-in-law wantedis to havea big wedding.He counted
45 firstcousins- hesaid wehad to haveverybody athewedding andl hada weekto plan it.

ME: Mannyandl have thesameHebrew name buwe'refrom differentfamilies. He's fronthe
Ettingoff family andlI'm from the Ballin Family.

HS: There'dots of Ballins. Are yourelated taall of the Ballins?

MN: Justabout as far as know.

HS: Somemembersof thefamily have lived heraslong asyou have?

ME: Ohyes. UncleBenwasherewhenl wasborn.

HS:  He'stheonetheyfound?

ME: Yes.

HS:  Andthese picturesf family reunionoccasionghat Max has a boolor?

MN: In this picturel don't knowwho fitstogether, but there isalot of work.

HS:  Who is Julius’'ssonmarried to?

ME: She was @onvert.She washot born Jewish.

MN:  And he'sa memberof Temple.

ME: Yes he'ssasmemberof Templelsraelandthey have twahildren.
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HS:  And your daughteis married tcsomeonén Pittsburgl?
ME: He wandered aroungie'scurrently in Pittsburgh. He's #ie University of Pittsburgh.

HS: What ishis name?

ME: Jack.
HS: Jack what?
ME: Yalowich.

HS:  Sounddike youdid alot of work and dot of activities forthe congregation.Wereyou involvedin
any otherdewishfraternities after you grewp?

ME: | wasin aJewishfraternityin Knoxville, ZBT, andHillel of course.

HS: And after you cambeack toMemphis were involveith any Jewishorganizations othethan
BaronHirsch, were you active ahe Center?

ME: I've beermonthe Boardatthe Center,l've beeronthe Board of jusabout everything.
HS:  Which onedid you like bes? Which onedid you enjoythe mos?

ME: Well, my relationship waseally with Baron Hirschsothat's.. in fact, I've got cuts for so many
years.

HS:  That's vennice.You've gotit on yourmantel. When | takgour picture I'll take it with... Have
you beenactivein anynon-Jewistthings?

ME: Youknow |was amemler of the Tennessee Society of CPAIt thatwas what a CPA was
expectedo be.

HS:  When you were growingp, weretheregood relationdbetween Jewandnon-Jews?
ME: In Highland Heightsyou had to havejoodrelationsor you weredead.

HS: Didyou playball in theneighborhoodr thatkind of thing?

ME: Well some.

HS: And tell meaboutinteractionwith - you saidtherewereno blacks in the neighborhood
ME: There wereno blacks.

HS:  Werethere Jewislstoredike South Memphis?

ME: No they werenot.

HS: Lookingbackoverthe histoy, the warsthedepressionwhich onedo you think had the most
impact

ME: Well, theaccountingorofessionThat's what wentinto.



Page 14

PAGE 14

MN: This was youtivelihood ?

ME: Yes that wasmy livelihood.

HS: And what company were you with as an accountant?

ME: It was a small comparyCharlesRichmanAlbritton & Co. | wasthe "& Co.".

HS: Who was Mr. Albritton?

ME: It was ahugefamily.

HS: Were youhis partner?

ME: | becameapartner.

HS: Buttherewere other accountanits the firm?

ME: Just a couple of others

HS: Were younvolved inanyreally interesting cases?

ME: No. The Corondolet Corporation wag/ main involvement.

HS: Youdid accounting work fothem?

ME: More orless | was a treasurer.

HS: Were you areasurefor Corondolet while you were an accountant wttis otherfirm?

ME: No, two different jobs.

ME: Infact..C. R. Albritton & Co.becamdheaccountant$or Corondolet Corporation

HS: Wereyou still withthem?

ME: Noll left Albritton andl was Corondolet.

MN: And whathappened t€orondolet?

ME: It folded. Howard washe drivingforce and wheidoward died it jusfell apart.Did you know
Vic Shainberg? Yoknow Howard andvic werebrothers-in-lawAnd did you know DorothyShanberg?

HS: Sort of.

ME: Dorothyandl were first cousins. Hanotherwas an EttingoffBut like | saythe Ettingoff name..
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HS:  But theEttingoff is becausef a sister right?

ME: Yes. Likel say, UncleBeryl had moved td@el Aviv, hadfour daughtersandoneson sondied
young, Uncle Sol who waa gambler had twosons onehad nochildren andhe otherone |
don't know | losttrackof him.

HS: Theremight besome Ettingoffsunningaround somewhere ...

ME: | found an Ettingoff--onéime called me | don't knowwherehegotmy name- St. Louis, and we
talkedonthe phone, | don't know how many timesnd never could findany relationship. And
by theway it was Ettinghoff it hadan "H" in it. And during World War |theway | understand the
story, it wasin Germany, theyspelledit with an"h", Ettinghoff.

HS:  Didcivil rights groupshaveany in your group?
ME: No.

HS:  Whowasthe persomwho had thegreatesinfluenceon yourlife?

ME: | guessandirecly you would sayHoward Waller because Howard introducedane Thelma
introducedJanelf you wantto go back..

MN:  Whatdid you think when yodinally got married?
ME: Like what are you waiting for?

HS: Was thatanother"slow"...

ME: Jane's parents lived in HedgemaadJane livedvith them and one Saturdayight, we decided
thisis foolish Why don'twe go on and geharriedandl went homeandtold my mother, andthe
next day Sunday that houseat 151 St. Albans watull of Ballins. If youwantto getinto that Ballin
family tree.

HS: How many people digou have fora Seder seige?

ME: Oh, we started out with one Seddiut weendedup with about fourbecause theneeretoo many
to have.

HS: So you wento four different Seders?

ME: No, everyonehad theirown Sederbutwe gettogether periodically. | remembehis waslater
on, we were over ahe Scheinbergs oMcLemoreandl don't know- we used tagettogetheron
theweekends families gottogetherand UncleBen cameandknockedon the door he had his
family with him...

HS:  This was when yolivedon McLean or before?

ME: No, in Highland Heights.
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HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

MN:

HS:
ME:

MN:

ME:

HS:

ME:

HS:

ME:

Yousay, he knockednthe doorandbrought thevhole family?
He brought his family.

Did your folkscome on Saturday?

No.

OnSunday?

On Sunday My motherwouldn't write outa ticket.

She wouldn'tvrite a ticket onSaturday.

She wouldbring a customeover to one of us and we would
Shewas too Orthodox to do thabut if it had to be done?

Yes.

Wasyour mother aspecialinfluence a strongnfluence onyour Dad?
Oh, yes. Fathediedearly.l lived with my mother.

My recollection ofSara washatshewasvery attractive angery peppy.
She wasa nice person. | don't think anybody disliked her.

If youweregiving youngpeople advice todayvhatwould you say?.
My sonruns his own lifeandmy daughter is in Pittsburgh asdecomes here two or three
timesa year. Shéas twochildren.

How old?
Sarais nine and Aarons sevenBiblical names.

Do they know RitandDavid'ssonin Pittsburgh?
Ohyeah theygoto thesame school. They go Beth Sholom. BetBholomup there like it is
here.

Tell usalittle bit aboutthe Ballin family

Well, my father - by thevay, its Balin- not Ballin - | don't knowwherethe other'l" camein -
but they hadix children my mother was thgoungest. Uncle Al you know Buddy- Uncle Al
wasBuddy'sfather- Fanny Scheinbergny cousin Manny's mothemnd UncleBen - he's Bed.
in Englishbut Yosef Baer inHebrew androseRichberger | don't know ifyou everknew her -
Roseand Uncld.V. (Isadore) hada storeon Semmesyou know where the countrglubis on
Southernright up thestreetthereon Semmeghey hada store. And Aunt LiDablin -you know
Miriam Danzig - Bernard'wife is Aunt Lil's daughterAnd shehas another daughtbtinette
that lives inFlorida.- you wantto go down the lineonthe descendants?
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HS: How many descendandsein Memphis?

ME: A lotin Memphis. My sistepassecway. She wasnarried to BerSwitzer. Of coursd'm
Manny and had twochildren. Therthe nextwas Uncle A Alfred Aaron Ballin.I am sure you
know some of the Weinmans. Carolyn wtagir daughter and MelvinJd. “Buddy” Ballin, was
their son. (WhemBuddy graduatedrom Memphis Statemy mother in lawvas reading the
namesand she saitbok there'saBallin , Melvin J. Ballin, could that bearelation? Isaid, yes
mother, that's Buddy And then there'&\unt Fanny Scheinbergshehad threechildren Libby
Smolensky, | don't know ifyou everknewany SmolenskydPhil was fromup East somewhere.
And Manny, of coursehas thesamename | deandKarl JeanHe died not too longaga He was
married to BettySemmes. Andhen theravas UncleBen, Ben J. Ballin he had threehil dren,
Marvin Earl Ballin, andJerry - he's Jeraldout | don't know if anybody wouldknow him by
Jerald -and EileerBallin Goldsteinlives outin California -

MN: | thought she was oun St. Louis

ME: Oh she'deenout of St. Lo uis butshe goedackand visitsin St. Louis. Andthen there's Rose
Richbergershehada son Marshallwho was adopteddad aproblemas a child couldn'thaveany
children. So they adopteédarshall.Aunt Lil had twochildren, Miriam SueJablinand she was
married toBernard and Minettecan't think ofthe name.

HS: You'vemust knowa goodmany relatives--you'reslatedto everybody| think what weneed to
do is to takesome ofthese things thatou've gotteriogetherand copythem can you dahat?

ME: I'd be happy to dthat.

HS: If youhavethingslike your mother's naturalizatigranythinglike that, we'dbe happy to have
that.

(Tape was turned over...)

ME: My motherwasmarriedto Sam and shieada daughterShirley who wasnarried to BerbSwitzer
and Lee wasnarried toCindy and Shirley anBen had twahildren - Susan MeryReinhardt
and Sammyl. Switzer. Susan MeryharriedWalter Reinhardtand theyhada son David
Michael Reinhardt.

MN:  Did theyall live in Memphis?
ME: No. Sammy JmarriedLinda Cerf.......
Long gapin tape

ME: ..... two children- SammyJ. Switzer andJudyLynn Ettingoff Yalowich, SammyJ. marriedCindy
Cohen, andJudyLynn married Jackfalowich. AndJudyLynn and Jack Yalowichad two
children Sarah Elizabeth Yalowich and Aaidichael Yalowich.Alfred AaronBallin married
RoseEdelson not likethe rabbt ... Carolynmarried RalphNVeinman, born toCarolyn andRalph
were Marilyn WeinmanLarry Weinman and Andy Weinman (Andy was a female).

Larry wasmarr ied but | don't knowwho...

HS: Well you'vedonesomuchrecording sol just saythankyou forthis interview.



