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Temple Israel Archives
Interview of Donna Goldstein Goodman

March 20, 2002

Donna Goldstein Goodman (DG)

Date ofInterview: 3/20/2002

Address: 5409 Shady Grove Road
Telephone: 901-685-6020

Date of Birth: 12/20/31

PlaceofBirth: Memphis TN

Sex: Female

Ethnic/Racial Heritage: White

ReligiousAffi liation: Jewish
EducationaBackground: 2 yearscollege
Occupational History: Housewife

Specid Interests:

Traveling, reading, theatrelassicalmusic

Fathels Name: Ben Goldstein

Occupation: Co-Owner Retail Department Stores
Mother's Name: Minnie Shainbergsoldsten
Occupation: Housewife

Husband: Robert

Nameof Children: Jack,Scott,David

Interviewer: DianeG. SachgDS)

Thefollowing interviewis conductedinderthe sponsorshipf the JewishHistoricalSociety
Memphis. Theamily of Donna Goodman is the topic as toldd@ne Sachs The dates March
20, 2002and the placés Memphis Tennessee.

DS: Donnacanwe beginwith your name and date birth?
DG: My full nameis Donna Goldtein Goodman anbwas born in Memplsi Tenresse®n

Decembef0, 193.

DS: Let'sbegntalking aboutyourfamily. | think that's a good plade start.
DG: | was named afteanuncleof mine.His name was David Shainberg. Meskilled in
Palestine irn921in anArab massacre at the Yeshiva thatvies attendingtHe was

DS:

DG:

studying tobearabbi, so thatis who | wasamedafter. My mother's maiden name was
ShainbergShe had many brothers asidters aslid myfatherbecauseveryone had
large families backthen.

Didyourrelatives livein Memphis?

All of theShainbergdived in Memphis as did mosif the Goldsteins. Severéiived out
oftown. We werea veryclosefamily and all of the cousinsred within playing dstance
of eachother.After schooleveryday, we would be atomeonshouseso that we could
play. It wasawonderful way to growp. It was a veryextendedamily. All of my aunts
anduncles feltcloseenoughto be like parents tas. It was quitewonderful.
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:
DG:

DS:
DG:

What part oMemphisdidyoulive in?

We lived in Mempisover by---wdl, it is Rhodes College now and was Southwestern.
We lived over in that area. Actually, we lived daksonAvenueat 1940 Jackson
Avenue when was growingup. | had a brother who was fiyearsolderthanl was.

What was his name?

Jerome. He haince passed awayVe dl livedtogether withmy grandparents and
parents,JJeromeandl. The six of us livedn avery small house on Jacksémenue In
fact,| wentbackto visit it many yeartaterand | could not believe that thiex of us lived
in that house. Of course, as a child everythirgpisnormousBut when | walked in, |
saw thathere wasonebathroom for thesix of us. It wassomethingo behold. Butit
was wonderful.l was extremely close tmy grandparents on the Shainbsidebecause
we lived with them They were also sodf parents. They were justonderful. | just
adored my grandfathelHe wasan extremby specialman His name was Sa®hanberg
andhewas president of Baradirschat onetime.

And your grandmother's name?

Hername was kzabeth. She waslizabethLewis Shainberg. We were related to the
Lewises--Jack Lewis wais the famly--Julius Lewvis.

Let's talk abouyour grandparents for a while...tBdainberggrandparents.

My grandparentshe Shainberg grandparerdame over froniRussaor Poland;
whateverit was at thatime. It keptswitchingbackandforth. My grandfaher--yes, |
wish | had takemlownanoral history while theywerestill alive. My grandfather
Shainberg mightawe been born here becausedi@not have an accentdt. Ordse,he
might have come over when he wasy young My grandmothehad a bit of armccent.

| even remembemny great-grandmother. Shieed with uswhen Iwasvery small, maybe
threeyearsold. But | still remembeier.

Thatwasyourgrandfather's mother?

No, thatwasmy grandmdadher's. Shavas very forbiddingyery Russian. She wore these
black clothes. | waslétl e frightened of her, butwas verysmal atthetime. That was
grandma

Do you have aniglea how they happened to coto®emphis?

No, I dont. I do not know whetherasl| have saidif my grandfathewasbornhere.But

asl said with mostJewshfamilies backhen,one would come over to avoid the Russian
army, the pogroms owhaever.One would come ovemaybe, andbring a brother or
sister.Usually,it wasa brother. Theywould bring therest of thefamily overhere when
theygot enougmoreyto doit. Thatis how they all got over herés | havesaid,they

all hadlarge fanilies. | have lotsof great auntsinduncles.
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

What business wetbkeyin?

Well, my grandfather wam the retdibusinessThey started with jobbing and
warehousing. Actually, they probably starsgust pedders. He eventually started the
Black & White storesn Memphis, whicHatercameto be caled Shainberg'$Vhen my
fathermarriedmy mother, he werinto the business as well anbdecane a partnerThat
is howwe grew up with th@&lack & White stores. My uncles were extremelyigetin
thecommunity. Uncles Nathan Shainberg and Herbertribleag wereeally the ones
whoinstigatedheJewish Community Center. They were very strondlidewish
causes. They grew up over the stdieeyhad a storelownon Market Street, think.
They dl grewup over thestoreand worked in the store. They gradually bedterand
better andstartal a chain ofstores around the Mid-SoutHt was a chain ofmalljunior
departmenstores actudly. My fathertravded alot. He would go out to thaifferent
stores in the countryn fact, he was out ofownwhen | was bornl. think he madét
back or just afterwarddHe usedo tell methestory abouhow he came back throughe
snow and ice for mypirth. (lauchter)

I think that isa cute story.

So, ! think thatis prettymuchthe story of the Shainbergide of the familyunless
youwantto know moretidbits.

Well,| might, but now let's talk about the Goldsteins.

Now, the Gddstens. My grandmaher died soon after my pants married--on the
Goldstein side. Her name wasnnyGoaldstein. Mybrotherwas named aftdrer Jerome
Of coursel never knew her. My other grandfatmemained'very old country" his whole
life. He spoke broken English and spoKeteof Yiddish.l would dways picture him as
being old athoughhe could noharse beenold all ofthe time | would picture himas avery
old mansitting in a chair with a white moustache. You \bhiaveto goup and kiss him
and his moustache, of course, would tickle youwdald alwaysbe readinghe Jewish
Forward. Thatis how | remember himHe wasn't very active at all. One ofy father's
sisterdivedin Louisvilleand marriecsoméody there. Twoof them livedin the country:
one inForrestCity and one in Marvell, Arkansas. So, my fatlieed herelt was
interesing. My grandfather Goldstein was a tailor. He vim€ovington,
Tennesseélhat is where he workedr a while He worked forseveraplacesn the
South. Spmy fatherlived hereand a couple of his sistdiged here My grandfather
was stictly kosher. Theysed to haveto take medo him onceaweek onthetrain or the
car to wheréhewas living. It was avery hardlife for themall for a while Also, my
othergrangarentsvere kosher on the Shainbesige And, | grew up in a kosher home.
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:
DG:

DS:
DG:

Whatdoyou thinkit waslike hearing storiesf OrthodoxJewsin Memphis irnthose
days

Theynever spokéoo muchabout local anti-Semitism or anything. | know that
grandparentaeverwanted to gdack to Rissia They had no desire visit. | know that
they coldn'twaitto get out ofthere. There were not good feelings abthe homeland.
| do not really ememberreally, anti-Semitism Maybeit wasmentionedput | was too
young to knowaboutit. | nevercame acrosany inmy daysin school oranything. |
imaginethatmy brotherdid. It seemedo bemore prevalenamongthe boys. The girls
might havefelt thatway, butthey wouldnotsay anyting.

Where did/ou go to high schd@

| wentto CentraHigh School for one year anthen Iwent away to dinishingschool in
Gulfport, Mississipp thatmy mother had gone tdt was thebest thing taeverhapperno
me. | mean | hated avery shelteredife in sort of alJewishghetto andhadonly Jewish
friends, really aftea certain agenischool. This wagustsuchaneyeopenerfor me
because | hadeverreally been out fronunder my parentandthe rest of the family
Andwhen | wendown therel met allkinds ofgirls. Therewas one girl whose father
was veryhigh up in the Ku Kux Klan. Therewere lesbians ther&@here were girls
whose parentaere alcoholicandthey werejustsentawayto schoolbecause theyst
wanted to get them out of theuse It was just an eye-opendor me. | hacheverhad
suchan eyeopening experienc@ my life. It happenedt a goodime. At that time |
wasfifteengoing onsixteenandit made quiten impresion. | always sayhatwasmy
"awakening."

Doyou think it was unusualvell, not urusual for youto go away?

It was very unusuall never really @ find outwhy they wanted to semde awg; | mean
why | wert. Of course] did not wanto gobecause abbf my friends were he. | kept
saying, "l am not goind.am notgoing | am not leaving myriends."Next youknow,
I'm onthe traingoingdown there. Oncedotthere | was entranced witthewholeidea
mysdf. Up here they watched over miike hawks, buit wasjust adifferent kindof
thing. Ifelt veryfree | discoveredawhole newworld. It wasan incredibleexperience.
After thatwhen Iwent away tacollege it wasnothing.(laughter)l wentto Waslington
University for two years. Aftethosetwo years] hadbeen away foiouryearsand then
I was justreally boredwith it. | just couldrt stand it.So, | camehomeandwent to work
in oneof my father's stores judbingwhateveithey wanted. did thatforawhile.

Didyourmotherever work atinyof thestores?

Ohyes Oh yes In fact thereis a funnystory abouter.Shewas jussohonestand so
blunt. She wouldell people wherihey would put sometimg on andshewould tell
people, "Thatloesnotlook goodonyou."--things likethat. My father had taakeher
out ofthestore.
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

Didyour grandmother work?

No, | dont remember her working. Smeight have.l just remembeher a housewife.
Whenwe bought koshemeat if it wasnot kosher enough fdner,she wouldoring it
home with her anthke tlerest ofthe tasteandthebloodout of it. She would knockt
with a hammer or whatever so titawvould beperfectlykosher.lt was so funnypecase
everytime we sat dowro dinner, aleastonce a weekhe kosher butchewvould call. It
wasasif he knew we were sitting down thnnerand he would call anldwould answer.
He would say"This is Dubrovnik, the butcher,andl haveyour order for the week.” It
wasamazing how we would get a catldinnertime. | canrememierthatfrom growing
up. My grandfatheusedto hawe a group of friendshathe usedto play casino with. |
justloved tosit around and watchim. Theywould play fornickels and dimesbdieve
me. k was adf they were playing fothefarm and forthe community. It was séunny
looking badk on it. It just got sdnvolved. They were very passionate abduiThey
would play onenightaweek.

Thatis greatWheredid theyplay?

At Baron HirschSynagogue. This was whérwas down otwWashington

Avenue atFourthStreet.| remember omigh hdidays, particularly on Yom Kippur after
thefast,therewas a Coca-Cola Bottlinglantright across fronthe Shul. And that was
my job torunover and gettny mothera Coca-Cola when slkhameout of Shul.

Itwas adarge community?

Yes it was. ldont know howto compardt to the Reforrcommunity. | hadho way of
knowing. Butit wasdefinitely a division between th@rthodoxandthe Reform| don't
know howto put it, but| think theReform kind of looked dowon the Orthodoc
becaus¢heyweremosty Russan. TheReformweremostly Germarand tley hadcome
in the first wave ofimmigration Theykind of looked dowrnonthe Rissiars becausehey
were peasants. This is somethlrfgund out laterBut | crossed the baer because of
most of myfriends wento Temple.Just beforea confirmation clasd,said tomy mother
"You know, my friends are at Tertgpand would like to be confirmed with my friends.
She said'Oh! Donna,you can'tdo this. Your grandfatheis president of the Shul and
will break his heart."l went to grandfathewho was veryiberal and veryinderstanding
of everything | wentto him andsdd to him that | would like verymuch togoto Temple
andbeconfirmed andesaid, "Fine."
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

| wanted to ask yolif there was a feelintpat the Reforndews
were not goodews.

Thatwould be hard for me to sayherewas alot of friction at

one time.They jus did notfraternizelike they donow. Therewasjusta feeling.Who
knows. You can't say who startétd It was "If you are goingp lookdown on mel am
not going tobewith you" It was thatsort ofthing. 1don't know howit began, but |
knowthere waglefinitelysome "lookingdown" on theOrthodox Jews thatereso old -
fashioned. Theyore payes and yarmulkes. NowTample of course, you see
everything. Allof them weregabbisat Temple thatvere notvery Jewish.In fact, they
were against the Stapé Israel at the timen 1948. Theywere afraid if something
happerdto Israel,the AmericanJews would be blamed. They wengery antithe state
of Israel. Bu there wasn't verymuchcrossing over

Howdistinctive didyour grandparentisok, doyou think?

My grandfatherBy what he wasvearing?
Yes.

Theyall looked, youknow, like normalpeople It wasin theBible orthe Torahor
anything. That was strictlyEuropeatietishthatstarted, butotvery old world. They
wore prayeshawls but noin thehousdike they donowlikesomepeople do| have
alwayshada strong sense dewishness. We always had.oh | can'tthink of the
nameof the thing, th@ushkebutit is thething you put monein all of the time eitheto
plantatrees in Israleor whatever Jewish cause.

Yes,itwas ametalbox. Tell meabout it.

It is called a pushké&Ve would put Tzedakah charity there. Children were
encouraged to put coims it. It wasthe ideaof giving to others | remembeit being

white with blueletters | can'tthink of the nameof the organization that sponsorédl

think most Orthodoxewish homebad one othoseboxes.It was aninteresing way of
teaching childremphilanthropyataneaty age. A4 havesaid, my family was always very
involved.

Were they inviwedin anynon-&wish causegoliticsor anythinglike that?

Notreally. They werepartof thecommunity. Theycertainy knew mygrandfather and
Ed Crumpwere very good friend$.canremembeMr. Crump.You know, he was
something. (laughteBut, my grandfather Shainberg and Ed Crumpegeitefriendly.
Well, maybe noto thatextent, buthere wastill that kind of feelinghatwe werenot
quite accepted. We ditlrknowif peoplewere anti-Semitic gust pretendingo be nice,
you know? Itwas a "chip ortheshoulderkind of ghetto" typeamentality. It lastedor a
long timeandtherewas a lot of anti-Semitism. Eveéhough | didn'igo throughit
personally knowtherewas a lot of ithatwentonwhenl was growingup.
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DS: lwantto ask you about memories growing up.

DG: Oneof mystrongest memorigs--my motheralwayshadtheSeder atour house
whenl was growing u@andshehadbothfamilies over.

DS: Howmany peop?

DG: A lot, maybe thirty or fortypeople. We had dongliving room and dining room kind of
arrangement. Wpustputtablesdown.

DS: Was thisin the housen Jackson?

DG: We movedo Hallwood Drive. We movedrom Jacksorjusta few blo&s upthe roado
Hallwood Drive which wagustrightacrossrom Southwestern acrodacksorAvenue.
Originally, my parentdived indifferentplacesbeforel was bornWe livedon
Hawthorne right offPoplar.There was d&argeJewish poplation on that street ¢te
time.| know that mybratherwasborn while we were theré.amnot sureif | was
alreadyborn when weamnovedto Jackson Avenué.was eight and my brotharas
thirteen when we move thehous which wasbuilt ourséves on Hallwoodrive near
Southwestern.

DS: Youhad thirtyto forty people for Seder?

DG: It was a prettyig house for theime comparedo where weiled.It wastwo or three
timesasbig. The housavas quitdarge forthetime. lhadabedroom dlmy own.It was
quite exdting. | was sdired of sleepng with my brother. Anyway, the bhee was quite
massivdor that time. Myuncle, NathanShainberg haduilt a house dowthestreetand
my uncle,HerbertShainberdived up on Mignon doseto Southwestern College. My
aunt my mother'sisterwho mariedBen Leachwas dsoin close walkingdistance.As
I have saidye saweach othequite abit. The whole familywould come over for Seder
and againit wasjust wonderful.l remember family gatherings strdggAs | have said,
my family wasvery, very close

DS: Do youhaveany feeing why it wasyourfamily and why your Mom
did theSeder?

DG: She was the oldest and she kind of "ran" thalfa (laughter)

She washeonetheycalled when they gotek. She was kind of a "doctor." The minute
they gd sick,theywould cdl to ask whatheyshaulddo, say for aemperatureén a baby.

I can remembethis growingup. | think shewoud havemadea very gooddodor, if at
thattime sincethingswere happenind.think tha shewould have liked that. Anyway,
she waxkind of "hea" ofthe dildren
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DS:
DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

Did shedo thingsasthey do now? Did youmom havehelp?

| remember ahetime wehadamaidand acook. We always hadlot of help We
alwayshad helpeven onJackson.l canremember theseomento this day-the namesl
remembesoclearly. My mother did nogoin the kitchen thathuch. Shelidn'tcook that
muchthe resbof theyear. But on Pesactshe would totdy throw hersH into it. She
made mayonnaise. Sheadegefiltefish. It was really a bigleal. Itwasreally quite
somethingd think I misshermost of all wherPesacttomesaround. That is my
strongesmemoryof everything.

Whatextent is your observance Bassover?

We keep it. My childretkeep it.We keept. I'm sure some people would consider we
don'tkeep it becase wedon'tchangedishesbut wedon'teatbreadcookies or anything
leavenedWe try to do that. We fast on Yom Kippur ahdight Friday night candles.
And say the blessings and obsetlvehdidays.We don't keep kosher. We dortiange
dishesand we eat out. We eat anything.

You're modern.

Yesthat's rght. But | knewwe didn't wanto keepit. | sawhow muchtroulde it was and
| didn't wantto doiit.

You mentionedsometling when you were tking abouthe maidandracialrelations.
Wha was your experience as a child? '

You knowas a bild, youdoas youassumeveryone elsdoing. No matter ifyoulive in
a smallhouseor abig house you assume that's how everyone diges.Looking back, |
think we were kind of paternatie to ourhelp. We dideverything we could for them to
makelife easier. There we thingslike theywere called schwartzensot in ahateful
way. Thiswas jus theway it was.Theywerejust Yiddish words. haveno way of
knowinghow they wergeally. As far | was cocerned they wer@learto me and just
loving. That'sheway things werethen. Inever thought of about separalinking
fountans That ishow | grew up and thatsow it was | think with mostchildren unless
you pointit out, they don't pay any attdon to those things.

Didyou evemmeetthe children othe peopge whoworkedfor you?

Yes, sometimes they witlibring theirchildren ove, you know.l remember wéad a
black person, who was th@cestman. Every timénewoud come hewould come irthe
house CarrieandLucille would give him something cold tisink andhewoud sitdown
to chat with thenin the kitchen | remembethat sort of thing.Looking back| am sure
it wasprettypaernalistic. And it was simexpensiveéo havehelp-just eveybody-uness
they were justeally poor. We alwaybad ayardman a cookanda maid eals day.
Peoplgust don'thave thatinymore unlestheyare extremiy wealthy. Thawasjust sort
of a given.
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DS: Whether or not you are paternalisiicis aresponsiblity.

DG: Ilwould saythatwe took good care, bthatis notthewayto do things.At thetime, they
felt they werdike partof the family. | know they did Theyloved us andve lovedthem
butyou can nevebe family. They had their own lives, biliey werepretty muchtied
into the peofe they workedor.

DS: Whenyou were growingp playingn the néghborhoodwere neighborhood children
both Christian andewish?

DG: Ohyes verymuchso.l was verymucha tomboy. never playedvith dolls.

I never playedgirlie" games. When was growingup, | alwaysvantedto play
football and basebadind| wasquitegood atit. | wasvery athletic. After school, we
would go to somebodyhousewhere theravasthe biggest yard. We woufaay all
kindsof ballgamesandRed Roveiand thingsWe had dot of childrenin the
neighborhood. Weverejust allowedto run free. Nobog asked whose house you were
goingto inthat block radius because we knthe timewe hadto play. It is notlike
todaywhere parets areso protective of their children.lt is just soawful. You have to
lock your doors!l remember weavere robbedncewhen | was growingip overon
Jacksomvenue. We all wokeip inthemorning andthe men'svallets were goné was
quiteshockingto me tohavesomethindike that happeneih our neighborhood. That is
the only timel canremember.

DS: Whie you were asleep?

DG: Yeswhile we were dsep. Once,whenl was very yound,went over to a neighbor's
houseacrosghestreet andhad lunchoverthere. She hadjiven me a ham sandwich.
camehome and describedhatl had eatenYou would think thatt hadcomitteda...well,
| mean theyweren't macitme. Butyou justdidn'tdo that sort of thingMy
grandmothewasvery rdigious, mygrandmother Shainbergremember one Friday
night we were werbaving dinneatmy mother'sand faher's housd had jug started
smokingat thetime. | guesd was fifteen or sixteerd cameinto the dining room that
Friday nightwith a cigaret in my mouth Everyone looked at me as if | had just
committeda murderl didn'tevenrealizeor dsel would not have done iMy
grandmother sajdGo getthatcigarette oubf your mouth!" (laughter)lt made such an
impression omme. Anyway, my mothersmoked venheaily. My father, | think, never
really inhaledHe jug kind of puffedon it.

DS: She was dleto notsmokemuch?

DG: She was a heawsmoker but gave it uandsheusedto drink CocaColasall of the
time. She wouldtartatten o'clockn the morning and drin€oca-Colagll daylong.
Thatwasher"picker-upper" insteadf coffee,| guess. She was always with a Coca-Cola.
Also, shehada poker game itheafternoon with otheladies, al who lived in the
neighborhood One wadersister. | would comehomefrom schoolndthey would have
it atdifferentpeople's housesSometimesit was at our housand Iwasjustrapt. | would
sit andlistento them andvatch them play card# wasthe neateshing that | had ever
seen.



Page 10

PAGE 10

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DS:

Theyplayed cards? What kind ofcards?

Theyplayed pokerTheywere good at it. There were about eight of thenh pleyed
poker. It was about eight of them mkind of a revolving poker gamkdon't know how
many wereén it from time totime. All Jewish women who played poker.

Canyouremembebackin the 40s?

I can remember when the war starf€dat Sunday, | haplistgotten outo the carA
friend and her parents wepecking meup. Ithink it was Bobby OlswangeBobby
Gordon, a very clee friend fromtheneighborhood. hadjust heardt as we were going
to a movie intheneighborhood.l was jusgetting intothecar whermy parents ran out.
They said "PeatHarbor..” Well, | didn't know what thg were talkng about. Where
was Pearl Harbor? It was a very scary ti@écourse we didn't go. Wgustwent back
into the house andistenedto the President. That wagsite traumatic.

Doyourememberconverséons in your family about it?

Yes | do. We got some dhemout...some of our relativedistant relativeswe got them
out. Orewas a brother angister and one was a madicouplel know the Jewish
community did everythinghey couldto get whoever they could out. Especially my
uncles.

In what way/?

Well, one of my aunts was wanvolved inYouth Aliyah after the war to géhe children
to Israelto get them out. They weisplacedchildren. Some were working a
Hadassah. They were very involviedlewish communytaffairs. TheUnited Jevish
Appealwhich of course imow the FederationAt onetime, | was thdocal preidentof
the Women's Division her#t was jus something that my family did.hate not to talk
about the Goldsteins becauthey were wonderfulvarm peopleTheyjust were not
activists They just weraenotinvolved because of my grandfather, who wasgosold-
world. The rest othem justdidn't get involved. My grandntioer never really got over
the fact that Da@was killedin Israel which was Palestine #ietime. Shgustnever got
over it.

Did anyone ever visit Israel in thatgeneration?

DG: Not my grandparentbut my aunts and unclelsdon'tknow if my motherever went. My

father went venyjatein life with a group of menthe UJA group. He was quit@pressd.
My uncleswentmanytimes. | went mag times.
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DS: Whatkinds ofthingshave ya been albe to ge¢involved in?

DG: Wwadll, | would saythe UnitedJewish Appeamostly, the Center andnythingJewish.l try
to beinvolved inthe whole conmunty. | mustsaythe Jewish peoje redly comes first
because feel like if Javs dan’t do for them nobodyelse will, butl try to stayinvolved
in the rest of theommunityasmuch aspossible.

DS: How does Bob feel alhdthis?

DG: My husbandRobertGoodman, is originby from Indianapolis andhey were irthe
hosierybusiness. He was sent down here taipet warehouséor hosiery tobeshipped
out around the country.nhet himthrougha mutualriend here. We got mairied, | mean
very quickly. It justseemedike the thingo do.

DS: How old wereyou?

DG: Iwas old. lwas twentytwo. At the time, twenty-twavas veryold becausenostof my

friends had gttenmarriedout ofhigh schoolMy mother of coursewas “pulling her
hairout.” | was havingawonderfultime. While | wasone ofthefew unmarred women
at thetime, lwashavingawonderfultime. Ithink | wasready. Youknow, therecomesa
time and yowre readyThis was theight person and wasready and justéverythingfalls
into place. Hignather wasreally something. Her namewasSarah Goodmaishe was
originally from St. Louis. She married a man froindianapolis andived there. They
were qute wedthy. TheyhadRoundthe dock Hosieryand Bobgrewupin great wedh.
They livad in anenormoudouselt waslike a castle Talk about servantsTheyhad
five or six people the. It was quite different frontheway | grewup. Hisparentswvere
Consevative, bu his mothewas extremelynvolvedin Jewsh affairs,in factshewas
national headf the UJA. She isheadof the symphonyorchestrahere andhe Hadassah.
Shewas very, veryactivein HadassahSheusedo goaraund thecountry andspeak.

She was a wnderfu, extemporaneas speaker. e never hadany notes.She wasquite
extraordinary. She waguite somethingEven tothisdayyou woud ask some pede
and they wouldsay, "Oh yes| know Mrs. Sardar Goodman/'ve heardof her." That's
whereBob getshislove fa music Many ofthe soloists for the ayjphony would $ay at
their houseAnd IsaacStern was a greatiéndof hers.Sheinvitedusto comeup there
once whersaac was plagg for theorchestra andve stayedat the houseandl was just
soimpressedWe were sittingat breakbst table and hepickedup the phone and da&d
David Oistrakh| wasjustthis awegfruck personThey were gong onto apartyandhe
asked if | wouldtake hisfiddle backto the housdor later(laughter) So we took back
and hewasquite charming. Tha was really our conneain with him. We metalot of
peoplethroughthem.
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DS:

DG:

DS:

DG:

DG:

Was thereveraquestion whether you twwould stayherein Memphis?

BoblovesMemphis. Hereally did notlike Indianapolis becaudgbecompany treated him
like "theyoung boy" coming in to rurit. It washis fatha's and Jacls son was goingo
come in andun it. Hisfatherdiedat49 sol nevermethim. He felttheywere
patronizing him andhedid nat stay in the busineskng after we married. Hes really
mechanicallyand electronidby orierted. He can fix athdo. He is wonderful. He went
to work forIBM whenitwas avery young company andvhena computer took g an
entire building. The company waputting pund cards in theihosiery boxes to keep
inventory.Theywould send thenbackwhenthey ranout ofhosieryandsendthemto
inventory. Thais sat of how hegot into it. He worked for them forawhile. He told
thembefore hegotinto it. He wenttowork there pbuttheydidn'thire Jews very éten.
The man,Tom Watson] think, was veryanti-Semitic.They seldonhired Jens, but they
hired Bob.

This wasIBM localy?

Yes, thiswaslocdly. This wasIBM locdly, but Tom Watsorwasnot here locally.Tha
wasthecompany's general compapglicy. Bobtold him that he wadewish andthathe
wasnotleaving Mempts. Theyhired him anyway. After a while, everybody elkaew
hewas goingo gayhere. He haduch a strong familire here He lovedit hereandjust
fit rightin. My parentgust adored hinmandthey were very closdt wasjusta goal
situation. Eventudly, everyoneslsebypassedhim andbecamehis kind of manager or
that kindof manager. Ivas na asif he caredSo,eventually he decidedthat he could
not goany furtherin the companyHe starte his own businesd-e alsois a private pilot
and hestarted dlight schod. That wageally fun because wead flights aburdisposal.
We hadsmal childrenand wedto justgo everywhee. We wouldtake thechildren and
just fly down to Mexicolt waswonderful. Wehadthe besttime. Weusedto take
friendsforthe weekend owhateve. So, that waghe funtime of our lives. There are so
manythings that kiscapable of.Reall, | think he cardoanything. It isamazing.In
fact, if he can'fix somethingl getangry.It's bea very good. Friendsaire alwaysadling
with their computeproblems and theycall Bob. The othemightsomebodycalledfrom
Floridaandsaid he hadh problem andwhatam | doingwrong?" Ard hehasdone dot
of stufflocally. He puthe Centeon computers antithink theTemple prcbona We've
hadawonderfultime traveling.

DS: | wantto askyou wha is the mostsignificanthistolical eventhat yau have witnessed?

It was defintely Pearl Harbor. Without a doubtd the war itself. Jushewhade idea of
my fathe, hewasright on the cuspof age My uncleshad togo. That wasa vay scary
time. We knittel things It was dageraus.
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DS Did youhaveanyfamily memberthatservedin thewar?

Not really. My brother went through the B12 gmaim but he never really serveliwas
acollege program. Bobwastakenoutof highschod beforehe graduatedbecausde

alreadyturnedeighteenwasdraftedandwentinto theCoastGuard He saw plenty.He
was on an LSTHe was aradioman in thePacificand he sawlpnty.

DG:

DS: Well, thank you. Welll think we haveplentyandl am going
to stopnow. | could just go on forever, buithink we haveused up our allotted time.



