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Gene Dattel grew up in the cotton country of the Mississippi Delta. He has given numerous presentations based on his 
widely acclaimed book, Cotton and Race in the Making of America to a diverse group of public and private audiences 
from Massachusetts to Florida. Dattel studied history at Yale and law at Vanderbilt. He then embarked on a twenty-year 
career in financial capital markets as a managing director at Salomon Brothers and Morgan Stanley. Fifteen of those 
years were spent working in financial markets overseas - in London, Hong Kong, and Tokyo. A consultant to major  
financial institutions and the Pentagon, he established a reputation as a foremost authority on Asian economies. His 
“The Sun that Never Rose” (1994) remains a critical guide to Japanese financial malaise. Mr. Dattel is now a New York/
Connecticut-based financial historian who lectures widely.  
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