
Jewish Historical Society  
of Memphis and the Mid-South 

Presents 
an award-winning documentary film 

  

“DRAW BACK THE CURTAIN” 
  

Sunday, April 10, 2:00 PM 
Memphis Jewish Community Center 

After more than 70 years of closed borders, the former Soviet Union allowed more than one million Jews to immigrate to 
America and Israel in the late 1980s. American activism under Operation Exodus had a large part in this change in policy 
and like Memphis, the Richmond, Virginia, Jewish community played a proud role in this enormous resettlement effort, 
helping 800 individuals and families begin life anew in their city.  
 
Twenty-five years later, Richmond Jewish Family Services and the University of Richmond Hillel created an award-winning 
film, “Draw Back the Curtain.” This film, which was three years in the making, documents the experiences and memories of 
the families who immigrated and the community volunteers who welcomed them.  

Following the film, Lynnie Mirvis will give a brief update about the generous “Fedovation” Impact grant from Memphis 
Jewish Federation to the Memphis Jewish Historical Society. This grant will fund the Exodus Project, which is documenting 
and sharing the stories of the Memphis Jews from the former Soviet Union and the volunteers and professionals who helped 
them. 
  

Visit our website www.jhsmem.org for more information and to view “Photos from the Past.” 
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